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and would either imply, or cause, a certain 
degree of motion between the parts of the 
brain ; and, more than this, the adipose sub- 
stance is most of all under the power of the 
| absorbent vessels, and rayidly increased or 
| diminished, according to the healthy or dis- 
eased state of the frame, The accumulation 
lor absorption of the adeps is a matter of 
| little consequence elsewhere ; but in sick- 
ness and in health the bulk of the brain 
| must remain unchanged ; there must be no 
lincrease of substance to press upon the 
. | origins of the nerves,—there must be no 
Lecture XXXVI. |loss of substance to create a vacuum, or to 
THE BRAINS OF DOMESTICATED ANIMALS. | produce engorgement, or perhaps a rupture 
( Continued.) of the vessels. : , ; 
| The Chemical Composition of the Brain.— 
Iw the following rapid description of the | [ find an apparently pulpy mass which has 
form and convolutions and structure, both | little interposed cellular or adipose matter. 
external and internal, of the brain, I shall | When I triturate this pulpy matter, I con 
prineipally confine myself to that of the| form a perfect emulsion, that will pass 
orse, merely glancing at the points of dif- | through the finest sieve. I congulate it by 
ference as we pass along. |t will, however, | heat or by acids, and | find that the coagu- 
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be, I fear, a most unsatisfactory detail, a} 
mortifying proof of human ignorance. To 
very few of the interna! irregularities and 
recesses and tubercles of this organ, shall | 
Ibe able to assign any definite function ; 
and with regard to the great majority of 


lum is different from that which can be pro- 
duced from any other similar substance ; it 
consists of mingled albumen and oil, and 
with none of that which we almost regard 
as the priuciple of animal matter,—nitro- 
gen. In place of this, | discover something 
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them, I shall be compelled to confess utter | which no other part of the frame will yield— 
ignorance. !hecommon sensorium, the very | uncombined phosphorus ; aud this albumen 
seat of intelligence, is enveloped in dark- | and oil, with one-twentieth part of the va- 
ness and mystery, through which human! rious salts of potassa, sodium, lime, and 
ken has not yet been enabled to penetrate. | magnesia, and one-sixtieth part of osma- 

The Structure of the Brain.—I am first | zome, make up the solid part of the brain. 
struck with the manifest difference between | The cerebral mass is composed of one part of 
the substance of the brain, and thot of any | all these solids combined, and four parts of 
other part of the frame. I can find little or| water. While, therefore, I trace to the 
no cellular texture within the brain. Al-| brain a peculiar function, | find a peculiar 
though, after long maceration, and by the composition. There seems to be little or 

wer of the lens, I can resolve the whole | no difference in the chemical compos tion 


into a collection of fibres, the tissue which I 
connects these fibres together still escapes 
my observation. There is no relative mo- 


|of the cortical and the medullary parts. 
have ventured to assign to th: m a difference 
|in function. This theory, however plausible 


tion,—no relative change of place between | and interesting it may appear at present, 
the parts,—no elasticity required, and the | and firmly as 1 may now be disposed to be- 
interposition of any considerable quantity ‘lieve in it, may hereafter be discovered to 
of cellular substance would not only be be as untenable as that which assumed that 
useles:, but an evil. There is no interpo- | the cortical portion consisted of a congeries 
siticn of adipose matter in the brain ;—that | of blood-vessels for the production and nou- 
would il ted with the |rishment of the medullary part, whereas 
existence of considerable cellular texture, | the latter had almost attained its full deve- 
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t, before a trace of the former could 
be discovered. The microscope has also 
ascertained, that instead of the larger arte- 
rial branches being found in the cineritious, 
and their minute ramifications dipping into 
the medullary, the vessels of the medullary 
portion are eonsidarably larger than those 
of the cortical, But | must proceed to the 
enumeration (it will be little more) of the 
tubercles and cavities aod irregularities of 
the brain. 


The Corpus Callosum.—Having stripped 
off the dura mater, and holding the hemi- 
spheres a little apart, | obserye a white 
convex body occupying the bottom of the 
“sulcus. It has the appearance of the crown 
of a compressed arch, and so it is: it is the | 
central portion of the roof of two cavities, 
~which 1 shall have presently to describe— 
the lateral ventricles. This is the corpus 
¢allosum, or bard medullary body ; it is of 
- firmer consistence than the medullary por- 
tion of the brain generally. 1 can plainly 
see the direction of the sides or su of 
this arch, and by a little dissection I can 
clearly trace them. ‘he anterior support 
or pillar I can follow down to between the 
‘corpora striata ; and the posterior ones are 





continuous with the fornix and the cornua |- 


‘ammonis. When I examine it more closely, 
I perceive that it is not only the roof of the 
ventricles, but a bond of union, or « con- 


necting medium between the medullary 


matter of the superior part of the brain on 
each side. I make a transvere incision 
horizontally across it, and continued over 
the ventricle on each side, and I can see 
the fibres or bands of medullary matter, 
running from one hemisphere to the other. 
Therefore it is that human anatomists call 
it the great commissure. Running along the 
centre of this body is a little depression or 
channel. It is occupied by one of the cere- 
bral arteries, and is worthy of notice, as 
being the central line of the brain,—that 
through which it might be divided longitu- 
dinally into two equal parts. 


Is of different Size in different Animals.— 
This corpus callosum, or great commissure, 
is, as you will perceive, very different in| 
size in our different patients. It is, as we 
have seen, a body or band of very consider- 
able bulk in the horse. In the ox itis con- 
siderably smaller, smaller even in propor- 
tion to the size of the two brains. In the | 
dog it is larger than in the sheep ; it seems 
to bear a reiative proportion to the deve-| 
lopment of the cerebral hemispheres. It 
increases in size in proportion to the rotun- 
dity of the brain and the intelligence of the | 





verse proportion to the corpora quadrige- 
mina, and the spinal chord. » 
Not found in some Animals.—The 
callosum is said to be wanting in the kare, 
the rabbit, the rodentia generally, and in 
birds. There are no lateral ventricles in 
these animals of which it can become the 
roof, yet it exists in smaller size, as the 
commissure or bond of union between the 
medullary matter in the superior portion of 
each hemisphere. The fibres or bands ran- 
ning from one hemisphere to the other, are 
more able than where the corpus 
seems to have a double duty to perform. 
The Septum Lucidum.—Fither dropping 
from the under side of the corpus callosum 
or rising from the fornix, are two medullary 
lamin partly united together by. their_in- 
terior surfaces, and called from their semi- 
transparency the septum lucidum. It is a 
medullary curtain let down between the 
lateral ventricles, and dividing them from 
each other, a communication between them 
being left only under the arch of the fornix. 
An incision béing made along the central 
sulcus, these lamime ere easily separated 
from each other ; and between them is found 
a little fissure or cavity, called by some the 
Afth cavity, and by others the fossd s¢lvii. 
It usually contains a moisture or dew within 
it; but I have never seen the abundant 
serous fluid of which some have spoken. 
The Forniz.—The fornix is now brought 
into sight, the French call it the medullary 
or cerebral triangle ; there is an indistinct 
resemblance to a triangle, with one of the 
angles presenting anteriorly, and the other 
two posteriorly ; its lower surface is toward 
the third ventricle, and is spread over the 
optic thalami,—a beautiful vascular mem- 
brane is interposed between them,—and the 
impression of the vessels of this membrane 
seem to be formed upon it ;—this is the 
psalterium or harp, on its upper surface 
rests the septum lucidum. Of its four ir- 
regular extremities or crura, the anterior 
or inferior ones may be from the 
corpus albicans—winding round the tha!ami 
—bending upwards behind, and becoming 
connected with the anterior commissure ; 
then approximating towards each other, and, 
erroneously supposed to unite, forming the 
arch or body of the fornix within the ven- 
tricles;—the posterior or superior crura are 
prolonged into the hippocampi, and running 
along the crura of the ye age form the 
corpora fimbriata, by their thin fringed 
floating edges. 
The Lateral Ventricles.—They are first 
brought into view when we are dividing 
the septum lucidum to de trate the 





animal, and is largest of allin man, It is fifth ventricle, and on reflecting back the 
developed in a direct ratio with the cere-| roof we have their irregular shape and 
bellum in every animal, and also the tuber strangely-irregular floor fully exposed. The 
anaulare and optic thalami, but it is in in- |floor consists maiuly of two convex, pyri- 
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substances, and « central channel. | terior cornu, and terminates acutely near 

i outwardly and an-| the pes hi ii. 
teriorly is the corpus striatum. It may be! The Plerus Choreides.—Occupying the 
said indeed to oceupy almost the whole of channel between the hippocampus and the 
ion of the floor, being narrow | corpus striatum, we find the plerus choroides, 
y, and assuming a broad pear- | a considerable collection of minute blood- 
anteriorly. It is covered by a| vessels, both arterial and venous, enve- 
of medullary matter, so thin that | loped in folds of the pia mater. It enters, 
colour of the cortical substance be- | or the arteries of which it is composed, 
is seen through it. If this cortical enter, the ventricle under the arch of the 
substance is cut into, it preseats an appear- | fornix, then taking a direction anteriorly, it 
ance more or less striated, differing in dif-, speedily terminates in akindof bulb; but,be- 
ferent species of animals, and often varying ing reflected backwards, a portion skirts the 
in animals of the sume species; more evi-| whole edge of the corpus fimbriatum, and: 
dent usually io the herbivorous than the dips deeply into the superior cornu, where 
carnivoroys animals, with the exception of | it also terminates, but rather acutely. After 
those that hunt by scent. The stria take ait has discharged some important office 
direction from above downwards, and from | within the ventricle, the veins escape by 
without inwards ; and the broad extremities the same opening; and those from the 


of the striatum in each ventricle Opposite ventricles uniting form the vena 

Galeni. There can be little doubt, I ap- 
prehend, with regard to the function of the 
choroides, It secretes the fluid contained 
in the ventricles. Lt is occasionally subject 
to disease ; a small enlargement is observed, 
and a gritty matter is not unfrequently de- 
tected in at, and sometimes the v ap- 
pear to be agglutinated together, and an 
ovoid tumour appears considerably lerger 
than an almond, Here are two extraordi- 
nary specimens ; of the history of one I am 
ignorant—ia the other specimen each plexus, 


lying in approximation with each other, 
striae fromeach seem to unite under the 
anterior commissure, 1 have never seen, 
the changing direction of the strie which | 
is spoken ofin the human being. The cor- | 
pus striatum is visible again at the base of 
the brain, where it evidently becomes one | 
of the origins of the olfactory nerve as well | 
as the commencement of the mamillary pro- | 
cess. In the rodentia and edentata the | 
corpora striata are much larger than they are | 
in the carnivora, the ruminantia, or the 
solipeda. In the bird they are larger still, 
and the olfactory nerve plainly arises from | 
their anterior extremity. The corpus stria- 
tum varies in form in the different species | 
of birds, but in almost all of them it consti- 
tutes nearly the whole of the hemisphere. 
The Hippocampi—The convex body which | 
occupies the inner and posterior portion of 
the floor is the hippocampus—narrower and | 
more prominent than the corpus striatum, | 
and cousising of cortical or striated matter, | 
covered by a thicker lamina of medullary | 
substance. As this body proceeds superiorly, | 
outwardly, and presently downwards, and | 
narrows as it goes, it assumes the name of 
the crus hippocampi, and it descends into a 
blind pouch or hollow,—the superior cornu, 
—where it ends in a distinct bulb, the pes | 
hippocampi. In none of our domesticated | 
animals have I observed the ventricle in the 
pes hi pi which exists in the human 
being. The medullary covering is derived 
from the corpus callosum, the striated por- 
tion is obtained from the very centre of 
the hemispheres. 
The Corpus Fimbriaitum.—Along the side 
of the hippocampus, of considerable width 
anteriorly, narrowing as we trace it 
posteriorly, is the corpus fimbriatum, of 
which I * already spoken, skirted by 


the plexus choroides, and partly covering it. 


Itis the margin of the fornix prolonged. It 





enters with the hippocampus into the pos- 


| when first taken from the brain, weighed 


nearly ten drachms ; the ventricles were dis- 


|tended with serum, and the disease was 


marked by the principal symptoms of stag- 
gers. 

Use of the Ventricles.—Much dispute has 
arisen with regard to the use of the ven- 
tricles. Even in the healthy living animal 
they contain some portion of fluid. If the 
horse is destroyed and the cranium opened 
as speedily as possible, serum is found in 
the lateral ventricles. Some physiologists 
have contented themselves with observing 
that the ventricles are merely cavities lett 
in certain parts of tbe brain where irregular 
surfaces are opposed to each other ; others 
as plausibly have imagined that they are 
formed by the foldings of the convolutions 
of the brain—while some have supposed 
that they were intended to preserve that 
full and perfect oceupation of the cranial 
cavity which seems to be necessary to the 
safety of the brain in the natural motions of 
the animal. Ifa portion should be diseased 
and absorbed, the plexus choroides or the 
membrane of the ventricles may secrete a 
proportionate quantity of fluid: to which 
we may add these spaces left in the centre 
of the brain or filled only with fluid, are 
adapted to neutralise any concussion to 
which the brain may be exposed. 

The Cornua of the Ventricles.—The chan- 
nel running along the floor of the ventricle - 
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terminates posteriorly in a blind pouch’ 
leading downwards towards the centre of 
the brain, and in which are found the pes 
hi i, and the acute termination of 
the plexus choroides—this is the superior 
cornu: the inferior cornu is more compli- 
cated ; it takes a direction also towards the 
base of the brain, and is continued even 
into the ethmoidal ventricle, which I shall 
have presently to describe. From the 
winding course of both these canuls, the 
name of cornua has been given to them. 

The Thalami Nervorum Opticorum.—Having | 
turned back the posterior angle of the for- 
pix, and lifted the interposed membrane or 
veil which is stretched beneath it, we re-| 
cognise two white prominent bodies ; they 
are broad somewhat divergent from 
each other posteriorly, but they approxi- 
mate as they proceed forwards, and gra- 
dually contract into two medullary bands, 
which wind round the crura cerebri, or ac- | 
cumulated mass of medullary matter below, | 
and are the origins of the optic nerves—| 
they will be more particularly described | 
hereafter, and they are now particularly 
pointed out to you as illustrations of the 
origins of the sensitive nerves deep in the 
centre of the brain. We observe considerable 
difference in the development of these tu- 
bercles : in proportion as the lobes of the 
cerebellum are enlarged, so are the optic 
thalami—in proportion as other tubercles 


which I shall have presently to describe, 
are enlarged, the optic tubercles are di- 


minished. When we cut into the thalami 
we find a considerable quantity of cineri- 
tious matter, as in all the other irregular 
prominences at the base of the brain. 

The Commissura Mollis.—These thalami 
are united together by a medullary mass so 
soft and pulpy as to assume the name of the 
soft commissure. It yields to the slightest 
aitempt to separate the thalami; in fact ir 
js a continuation of the cineritious matter 
under the medullary covering, and of which 
the thalami are composed. 

The Tania Semicircularis.—Between the 
thalami and the corpora striata, and partly 
concealed by the plexus choroides, we ob- 
serve a singular tract of medullary matter 
running from the hippocampi down to the 
anterior commissure, and connecting to- 
gether the posterior and anterior parts of 
the brain as the anterior commissure from 
one corpus stria'um to the other, and the 
posterior commissure above the commis- 
sure mollis connect together the sides of 
the brain. ‘he use of all these links will be 
ascertained by some future physiologist. 

The Foramen Commune Inferius.—There 
is a curious connexion between the cavities 
as well as the substance of the brain, of 
which we have here an evident proof. Ob- 
secve this triangular-formed hole below the 





soft commissure, and between it and the 
inferior one; it conducts to a sulcus be- 
tween the thalami, formed by their diverg- 
ence. We call it a ventricle, but it is no- 
thing more than a little gutter, having the 


| thalami, the fornix, and the velum, as its 


roof, and the crura cerebri as its floor. It 
is continued backward under the posterior 
commissure to a wider canal, the fourth ven- 
tricle, lying under the cerebellum, and hav- 
ing it as its roof, and the medulla oblongata 


| as its floor. 


The Infundibulum.—At the bottom of the 
anterior part of the third ventricle, and under 
the foramen commune inferius, is another 
funnel-shaped opening. It is compara- 
tively large in the ventricle, but rapidly 
narrows, and conducts towards the pituitary 
gland, seated immediately beneath. Of its 


| office, or rather that of the pituitary gland, 


I shall immediately speak. 

The Pineal Gland.—Between the com- 
missure mollis and superior, is another 
foramen, which leads down to the third 
ventricle, and would likewise form a com- 
munication between the lateral and third 
and fourth, if it were not closed by the 
velum interpositum. Placed over this 
foramen, and between the thalami and be. 
hind the quadrigemina, is the pineal gland, 
It is a small pear-shaped reddish-grey body, 
enve'oped in folds of the pia mater, and, not 
only by means of the pia mater, but dis- 
tinct pedunculi proceeding from itself, con- 
nected not only with almost every neigh- 
bouring part but some distant tracts of the 
brain. Its little peduncles are traced with- 
out much difficulty ; they look like nerves 
proceeding from it. Observe them running 
over the thalami, and penetrating even to 
the crura of the fornix, and then consider 
with how many and how important parts of 
the brain these are connected. We term it 
a gland, for it is surrounded by a plexus of 
vessels, with which it is intimately asso- 
ciated, and which may be traced into and 
from it. Galen thought that it was the 
very seat of the soul; others have assigned 
an inferior office to it, namely, that of a 
manufactory or reservoir of serous fluid 
separated trom the blood. I must honestly 
confess that I know nothing about it: but 
when I see it so connected, so curiously 
organised, and so securely defended, 1 am 
persuaded that it does discharge some im- 
portant function, which a more fortunate 
inquirer may probably be hereafter enabled 
to develop. In the hare and rabbit it seems 
to be more decidedly vascular than in any 
other domesticated animal, and although [ 
have not been able to find in the horse the 
gritty, sandy matter of which human physi- 
ologists speak, this is abundant enough in 
some of the ruminantia, and partioutanly of 
the deer kind. 
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The Corpora Quadrigemina.—Behind the 
pineal gland, the fornix, and the corpus 
callosum, are four eminences, the corpora 
quadrigemina. We know not their func- 
tion, but it must be an important one, for they 
are the first portions of the medullary matter 
that appear. They are earliest seen in the 
form of two little tubercles, distinct from 
each other ; by degrees a well-defined chan- 
nel appears between them, and, at a still 
more advanced period of utero-gestation, 
a transverse line is discovered dividing 
each of them into two, and completing the 
corpora guadrigemina, They are important, 
however, in comparative anatomy, as unerr- 
ingly pointing out the class to which the 
cakes belenge. 

The Nates and Testes, cor idered with re- 
‘erence to Comparative An.tomy.—The tu- 

les are divided into ths nates and testes, 
of which you may perhazs form some idea 
from a reterence to the following singular 
fancy of anatomists. They supposed this 
portion of the human brain to bear some 





bly be hereafter enabled to found 
a rational theory of the functions of the 
various parts of the brain. In the hare and 
rabbit, and the rodentia generally, these tu- 
bercles have an extraordinary development. 
In these animals there are no lateral ventri« 
cle, and the quadrigemina are hollowed out 
to form lesser ventricles, that probably an- 
swer the purpose of the lateral ones in 
others. An incision into these tubercles 
will bring to view numerous faint strie of 
cineritious and medullary matter. At the 
base of the testes is a medullary band or 
tract, which reaches as far as the optic 
thalami, and connects these prominences 
together ; and also a medullary curtain or 
screen, somewhat resembling the septum 
lucidum, rises up, connecting itself with 
the crura cerebelli, and forming a kind of roof 
for the anterior part of the fourth ventricle. 

The Crura Cerebri.—I now turn to the 
base of the brain, and there I observe in 
every domesticated quadruped the great 
preponderance of medullary matter. I can 


shall 


resemblance to the posteriors of an herma-| distinctly trace three lobes on each side ; 
phrodite,—the vulva is the foramen com- | on the two anterior or inferior ones, I recog- 
mune anterius, the anus is the foramen |nise the mamillary processes resting upon 
between the soft and the superior commis- | the ethmoid bone, and abutting upon the 
sures, and then the division of the tubercles | cribriform plate of the same bone, and also 


will answer to the relative situation of the | 
nates and testes; the uppermost are the, 


nates, the lower ones the testes. The 
transverse line is differently placed in dif- 


the distinct and largely-developed bulk of 
the olfactory nerves. In the middle lobes, 
resting upon the same bone, I observe the 
ovoid projection of the corpora striata, and 


ferent animals. In herbivorous animals it/the origins of the olfactory nerves from 
is placed lower, so that the nates are most | them; and my attention is more particularly 


deve 
found higher, so that the testes prepon- 
derate, and in omnivorous animals, as in 
the human being, the transverse line is 
nearly in the centre, and there is little dif- 
ference in the size of the tubercles. The 
observation of these brains of the sheep, the 
dog, and the swine, will impress this on 
your minds. You need only to see the 
tubercula quadrigemina in order to decide 
on the character of the animal as designated 
by his food. 

Proportion to other parts of the Brain.— 
These tubercles present us with another 
lesson of comparative anatomy. Observe 
how much larger they are, compared with 
the bulk of the brain, in the ox than in the 
horse, and particularly how much more so 
than in the dog. Their development is in 
Proportion to that of the optic nerve and 
the spinal chord, and in an inverse propor- 
tion to that of the tuber annulare. Con- 
nected with this, it is evident that in pro- 
portion to the bulk of these tubercles, that 
of the cerebral hemispheres is diminished, 
or the animal principle preponderates over 
the intellect We have already seen, 
that the optic thalami bear also an inverse 
proportion to the tubercles. On these 
points pf coincidence and of difference, we 





; in carnivorous animals, it is | directed to the crura cerebri, or condensa- 
| tion of the medullary matter of the base of 


the brain. They are large white chords or 
pillars, beginning to appear opposite to the 
anterior portion of the corpora striata, and 
pursuing on each side a direction inwardly 
and posteriorly towards each other. They 
contain some grey and dark-brown-coloured 
cineritious substance, in flakes and in masses, 
but no longer in strie, The crura, resting 
upon the wings of the sphenoid bone, gra- 
dually approximate, and a little before their 
point of union there is interposed between 
them a smal] round medullary hody. 

The Corpus Albicans—When I say a 
small round medullary body, 1 am describ- 
ing the corpus albicans, as it exists in the 
horse and in all ruminants and herbivorous 
animals. In the omnivora and carnivora it is 
divided into two. This is another lesson 
of comparative anatomy. The corpus albi- 
cans is placed immediately posterior to the 
lower opening of the in‘undibulum. It 
would seem half to surround it, as if by its 
elevated edge to turn away, and direct to 
the anterior portion of the base of the brain, 
any fluid that might descend the infundi- 
salen. But of this we know nothing. 

The Pituitary Gland.— Placed imme- 
diately under the lower opening of the 
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infundibuknn, and ay oe front it by a 

ssotne tien mater, is the — case oP 
is isa -reddish a compressed 

jane baer occupying sella turcica ate MALIGNANT CHOLERA, 

« zthmoid bone. It is flat i i ’ gE RST O R. m 
ead donate he Gade wha 0 s ATED " FI N DR. STEVENS’ ip 
appeorance of a glandular struc:~re. @ | Temporary Improvement following Saline 
profusion of arterial vessels around it| jections, and, subsequently, Spwritwous In- 
is almost imeredible, and veins have| jection,—Excitement—Decth. 
ai eee Bw 
vernous sinuses on each side. Being plac 
immediately under the infundibulum, we To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 
are naturally induced to trace some con-| Sip,—Having observed in one of 
nexion between it and the infundibulum, | contemporaries a query, whether the in- 
and likewise the other sinuses with which | jection of spirits and water into the veins 
the infundibulum communicates ; but there |had been tried in the epidemic cholera, I 
has been no anatomical proof of this: it! am induced to forward to you for publies- 
has never been shown that the lamine of the | tion, the particulars of a ease in which that 
dura mater is actually pierced, nor bas any | pjan was resorted to by Mr. Bennett and 
channel been pointed out through which | myself, after a return of collapse, 
the moisture so derived might be conveyed | relieved by sale injection. Tre’ soockt 
away. Thé er gland has rarely was unsuccessful, though not unfavourable 
seemed to be affected by any disease im the | to further trial, since the same effect was 
ventricles, or accumulation of fluid there. | produced as that described to have taken 
Here, again, we must confess our utter iz- | place when the experiment was performed 
borance. There is no difference in thé | on healthy animals, namely “ sudden pro- 
eonstruction of the pituitary gland im dif-| duction of the same state of excitement 
ferent animals, éxcept that it seems to be | which is observed to come on slowly, when 
[repertionaliy larger in them than in the | taken into the stomech.”"* J am, Sir, 

aman being, and large in proportion to the Your humble servant, 





quantity of medollary matter; while these W. J. Lirrte. 
specimens will show you that it varies mate-_ 
rially in bulk in animals of the samespecies. } 

| 


15, Billiter-street, July 3, 1832. 


Immediately anteriorly to the pituitary 
gland, the tractus optici cross the crura| SOR ig 
cerebri, and creep into sight from under the; Athalf-past 11 a.m., June 22, 1832, viait- 
corpora stridta, in order to form the optic ed, for the first time, Mrs. Bowles, xtat. 35, 
nerves, with which indeed they are con-| complaining of uneasiness at the epigas- 
tinuous. \trium, thirst, and sickness. She stated 

Posteriorly to the pituitary gland, the | that she had hed diarrhcea ofa week ; 
cruracerebri are found in perfect approxima-| but it was aot until ba t three that 
tion, and so they proceed to the tuber an- morming that she was with faintness, 
bulare, giving out in their way the third | cramps, and vomiting ; the latter of which 
pair of nerves. At the tuber they are joined ‘continued, the diarrhea also has been eon- 

y two large medullary chords from the siderable, and there was then a slight dis- 
lateral lobes of the cerebellum ; but the na- charge. The mind appeared clear ; the 
ture of the unioh which there takes place | trunk was warm, but the extremities were 

not be understood until we have in- | cold, of a dusky hue, although not much 

quired into the strocture and function of shrunken. The tongue end breath below 

the cerebellum. the natural temperature. Mr. Luff informed 
— me, that the pulse had been im 

Use or Potassium 4s a Cavsttc— nearly two bours, and thet she had beea 
Potassium burns on coming into contact! —--—-— np 
with water. Toapply it as a caustic,a card| * Although irrelevant to the t, it is 
i prorated, by ol othe a f thet ayaa to 8 
ulcer, which it is wished to produce ; the|tnird weck in Jute was coincident with @ similar 
card is moistened, and adapted to the place increase in Paris (as will be seen by the subjoined 
to be cauterized. A small bit of potassium |table), and with the alga disease ia 
is to be then placed in the perforation, and | !tustels 8nd other towns . ack 
some drops of water let fall on the metal, ficial Sanitary ae. . Bratt Sp c 
‘The combustion is performed with the ra-| 
pidity of lightning, and tle pain lasts only | 
during the oxydation of the potassium. | 
When completed, the burned place is to be | tees 3 
dressed with lint and simple cerate. 6. at “Wd. Le 
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submitted since four a. m. to the saline|low the saline injections, I think we may 
treatment. The injection of Dr. Lastte| pessabahiy expect that the consolidating 
solution at temp. 112° F. was commenced ; | stimulus of the vital fluid will render the 
the pulse returned ; she said she no longer durability of the mechanical stimulus more 
aaw double ; that ber head was clearer, but permanently beneficial. I remain, &c. 

the aupervention of pain in the region of) Wittaam Joun Tuomas, M.R.C.S. 
the heart led to the discontinuance of the! Liverpool, 2d July, 1832. 

operation, forty ounces having been in- | 
troduced into the vein, A severe rigor} 
and insensibility quickly succeeded, and) ©COLDBATH-FIELDS PRISON. 
after the application of simapisms, and the — 

administration of stimuli, we left ber to all |», pens neLative 10 THE EXISTENCE OF THE 


appearances moribund. 
"Athalf-past one p. min, we found that the| MALIGNANT CHOLERA 
pt ge Spal, pulse still | IN THE ABOVE PRISON. 
quick, and very weak; the skin a little) ; , 
warmer ; slight diarrhea and vomiting con- | Communicated by Sir Davin Banry, M.D, 
tinuing. A copious enema of gruel, with en aa 
salt, was administered and kept up by| Havine lately seen various, and con- 
means of a plug. Brandy and solution of) tradictory, published reports, tending to 
saline powders for drink. From this time | alarm the public mind as to the occurrence’ 
to half-past two she complained of intense, of some cholera cases in Coldbath-Fields 
oppression and pain at the chest, and a Prison, and having recently inspected that 
very restless; the pulse was not quite establishment on two successive days, viz. 
extinct above the elbow ; sixty respirations |the 27th and 28th inst., with reference to 
in aminute. Light delirium when aroused | that disease, I feel myself called upon to 
from her insensi ility ; was more cold and | lay before the public all the official docu- 
blue than ever. Thirty ounces of the suline | ments and facts which have come to my 
mixture, with two drachms of alcohol, were | knowledge on that subject. ) 
injected, During the process she at first On the night of the 25th of June ult., in 
muttered prayers to herself, then observing | ®casual conversation with Dr. William Ste- 
that we were watching her, she began to be | vens at the College of Physicians, I learned, 
rather violent, asking us if we did not think | with no small astonishment, that be had 
her crazy; said she was sure we did; she|Seen upwards of forty cases of cholera 
was no more crazy than we were. Hereves in Coldbath-Fields Prison within the pre- 
wandered ; in faet, her tone and gesture ceding 24hours. Struck with this formida- 
were those of an intoxicated person; her | ble announcement, I requested permission 
pulse returned, quick, strong, und full;|to see these cases with the Doctor next 
and after a quarter of an hour she was per- morning, but could not obtain an appoint- 
fectly rational, expressing great relief, |ment with him earlier than for the 27th. 
which, uofortunately, was ouly temporary ;| ©n that day 1 proceeded to the prison 
intense collapse, with insensibility, re-|rather in a private than official capacity, 
turned within an hour. She died at four| accompanied by Dr. O'Shaughnessy, whose 
p- m, * Report on the Chemical Pathology of 
Cholera” entitles him to such high con- 
sideration in everything connected with 
what has been lately denominated the saline 
treatment of that disease. 
one aed Dr. Stevens conducted us round all the 
To the Editor of Tne Laxcer. wards appropriate to cholera patieots. On 
Sir,—Permit me to recommend to the|leaving the prison, at about half past two 
entlemen who are trying the effects of|o'clock p.m., | observed to him, in pre- 
the saline injection in the pestilential epi-| sence of Ur, O'Shaughnessy, that I had 
demic which at present prevails, to follow |seea no case of cholera in the prison that 
up their injections of the veins with trans-|day—meaning, as Dr. Stevens appeared 
fusion of vital blood. to allow at the time, that I had seen none 
From what I have seen of the effects of | actually labouring wader the characteristic 
the —oe 1 am convinced we heve es- | symptoms of the diseage, 
tablished one most important point, viz..j Onthe morning ofthe 28th, the following 
that the mere stimulus of the mechanical | letter (No. 1) was addressed to the gover- 
dilatation will abruptly rescue the patient} nor of the prison, and immediately on re- 
from the grasp of death. We, however, |ceipt of the governor’s answer (No. 22); I 
observe in the majority of cases, that this | received the orders of the Central Board td 
interference is as transitory as it was per- | proceed forthwith to examine into, and re- 
emptory. Ifthen transfusion of blood fol-| ort officially upon the sanitary state of the 








PROPOSAL TO TRANSFUSE BLOOD AFTER 
SALINE INJECTIONS IN CHOLERA. 








prison with reference to cholera, > 
to the instructions contained in Sir William 
Pym’s letter to me (No. 3, subjoined). 

« It will be perceived by my letter (No. 4), 
and by the notes taken in the prison( No.5), 
which | transmitted enclosed, that in this 
inspection I was accompanied by Mr. Ma- 

ing, deputy inspector general of hospitals, 
af by Staft Surgeon Dr. Macann, who have 
also signed the notes (No. 5). 

The nominal return marked A reached 
the Central Board after the inspection just 
mentioned had been completed. The return 
marked B was received on the 30th ult., 
and as no retura has been since received 
from Coldbath Fields Prison, it is evident 
from this circumstance, connected with the 
letter from the Privy Council to the gover- 
nor (marked No. 6), that no new case has 
occurred in that establishment since the 
29th ult. 

In transmitting these documents for pub- 
lication, I beg it to be understood that I 
a : actuated by no wish to impede, and in- 
deed I have no motives to oppose, the full 
and fair development of the merits of any 
medicine, but more especially of culinary 
salt in cholera, having myself given a fa- 
vourable report of its use in that disease 
so long ago as the 50th July last year.* 
No one will rejoice more sincerely than I 
shall, at the discovery of a really efficient 
remedy for that dreadful disease. 

With regard to the number of the cholera 
cases which occurred in Coldbath-Fields 
Prison, from the 2nd to the 26th April this 
year, or during what has been called the 
first irruption of the disease into that es- 
tablishment, I find that twenty-four cases 
only, and seven deaths, were reported to the 
Central Board. Not having had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing any of those cases myself, 
I shall abstain from making any further re- 
mark upon them than this, that the prison, 
during the period referred to, was repeated- 
ly visited by Dr. Macann, the medical su- 

rintendent of the district, and that he 

as officially reported to the Central Board, 
that he had every reason to believe that no 
greater number of cases of cholera than 24 
had occurred in the prison at that time. 
But this gentleman may, of course, be him- 
self referred to on this subject if necessary. 


D. Barry. 
Central Board of Health, 
July 12, 1832. 


No. 1. 
«* Council Office, Whitehall, 
June 28th, 1832. 
“ Sir,—A parazraph having appeared in 
The Globe of last night, stating that the cho- 





* See“ Official Reports on Cholera,” page 10s. 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM S8R DAVID BARRY 


| inst., agreeably to the enc’ 
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lera has raged with great violence in Cold- 
bath-Fields Prison, and that upwards of 
one hundred had been attacked within the 
last twelve days; I am directed by the 
Lords of his Majesty's Privy Council to re- 
quest, that should there be any foundatioa 
for the above report, you will cause to be 
made out by the medical attendant, with es 
little delay as possible, a nominal list of all 
persons attacked by the disease within the 
prison, during the 26th, ¢7th, and 28th 


* (Signed) W. L. Baruunsr. 
“ To the Governor of Coldbath- 
Fields Prison.” 


No. 2. 


* Coldbath-Fields, June 28, 1882. 
*« Sir,—I have the honour to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of this date, 
and in reply beg to acquaint you, for the in- 
formation of the Lords of bis Majesty's 
Most Honourable Privy Council, that, un- 
fortunately, much of the statement from The 
Globe newspaper is correct. The medical 
attendant of the prison is not now in the 
way. In the course of a short time be will 
return, when yourinstructions shall be com- 

plied with. i have the honour to be, &c., 

« (Signed) G. L. Cursrexton, 

Gevernor. 


** To the Hon. W. L. Bathurst, &c. 


*«P.S. The number of persons now la- 
bouring under the disease, in its various 
degrees, is about seventy.” 


No. 3. 
*« Council Office, Whitehall, 
June 28th, 1832. 

** Sir,—I am directed by the Lords of the 
Council to deliver to you the enclosed let- 
ter, from the Governor of Coldbath-Fields 
Prison, addressed to the Hon. William Ba- 
thurst, in which it is stated that the num- 
ber of persons now labouring under cholera 
(in its various degrees) in that prison is 
about seventy ; and to request that you will 
immediately visit that establishment, taking 
with you one or more medical gentlemen 
for the purpose of inquiring into the parti- 
culars of the disease said to prevail there, 
and report upon the same to the Clerk of 
the Council in waiting. I am, Sir, your 
obedient humble servant, 

«W, Pym. 

“« To Sir David Barry.” 

No. 4. 
«* June 29th, 1832. 

‘«Sir,—Agreeably to the instructions 
contained in your letter of yesterday, [ have 
the honour to state, that 1 lost no time in 
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i A the nef senleaen Prison, 
com th oN tor Gene- 
ral of Hospitals, John Mating, and Staff- 
Surgeon Francis Macann, with the view of 
examining the persons said to be labouring 
under cholera in that establishment. En- 
closed I transmit the notes taken by me on 
the spot. I return the governor's letter to 
Mr. Bathurst, and have the honour to be, 
Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
“D. Barry. 


“To Sir William Pym.” 


No. 5. 


** Coldbath-Fields Prison, 
June 28th, 1852. 

* Notes.—Visited the wards Se amp 
to cholera patients in this establishment at 
half-past four o’clock, accompanied by De- 
puty Inspector General of Hospitals Mal- 
ing, and Staff-Surgeon Macann, conducted 
by the governor of the prison, and two visit- 
ing magistrates. 

**Saw all the wards in which persons 
said to be labouring under cholera were 
treated, and examined individually all those 
said to be on the sick list, then present. 


“1st Ward visited.—Nine patients. One 
man who had been four days under the 
saline treatment for premonitory symptoms 
had been attacked this morning, after having 
been discharged from hospital. A genuine 
case. Attempts were making, by a young 
man of colour, to introduce the tube for 
saline injection into one of the veins at the 
bend of the arm, under the direction of Mr. 
Wakefield. ‘Tube could not be introduced, 
as 1 learned afterwards. Fluttering pulse, 
livid and sunk countenance, This case will 
most probably prove fatal. Another man 
in this ward, looking thin, pale, depressed, 
hollow eyes, but good pulse, is under 
saline treatment. When I saw him about 
half an hour afterwards, his tongue was 
cold, with a weak slow pulse. Ward 
small for the number of beds; close, hot, 
and oppressive, with a very large fire. 

** 2d Ward visited. —Eighteen persons said 
to be on the sick list in this ward. Two 
only present, boys, apparently well. ‘This 
ward consists of two rooms; the inner a 
narrow slip. The sixteen not present were 
said to be out walking. 

“3d Ward called *No.5.’—Six patients 
on the Cholera Hospital Book. Five present. 
One man complains of constipation of the 
bowels. One boy has had pain in his side 
and head, now better ; no vomiting or purg- 
ing. No appearance of cholera in the others 
at present. 

** 4th Ward visited.—Eleven patients. All! 
present. Oneboy with slow pulse, and de- 
pression of look and spirits; may have an 


atteck in the course of the night. All 
the others looking well, with no @ 

of disease of any kind. Informed by Mr. 
Wakefield, the surgeon of the establish- 
ment, that the diet of the cholera patients 
consists of arrow-root, tapioca, beef-tea, 
coffee, and Seltzer-water for drink, ad libi- 
tum, a wine-glassful-at a time. 

Convalescent Ward.— Fourteen patients. 
All looking well. 

** Female Ward, No. 1.—Nine patients— 
all looking well. One young woman, ap- 
parently simulating cholera; warm skin, 
good pulse and tongue. Said to be a very 
troublesome perverse character. 

“ Female Ward, No. 2.—Nine patients, 
One now in mild fever. Said to have been 
a severe case of cholera. One young woman 
with bad toothach. 

** The two men in No. 1, already men- 
tioned, are the only cases which I saw with 
the appearance of cholera. Yet the gover- 
nor assured me repeatedly, that he bad 
shown me all the persons considered by the 
medical gentlemen as labouring under any 
stage of the disease, and ref-rred to in his 
letter of this day to Mr. Bathurst. 

** The utmost cleanliness, regularity, and 
discipline, appear to prevail in every part 
of the prison, as fur as I was able to judge ; 
and the visiting magistrates, who went 
round the wards with us, seemed to be 
actuated by the most humane feelings, and 
to devote much time and attention to the 
health and comfort of the prisoners. 

** No new case admitted this day. 

(Signed) « D. Barry. 
** Joun Matrnc. 
“ F, Macann.” 

It is almost needless to observe, that no 
part of the preceding notes or statements 
is meant to refer to any time or circum- 
stances connected with the putients, ante- 
rior or posterior to the moments at which 
they were seen by Dr. O'Shaughnessy, 
Mr. Maling, Dr. Macann, and myself. 

D. B. 


No. 6, 
** Council Office, Whitehall, 
June 29th, 1852. 

‘‘ Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge 
the receipt this day of the return signed by 
Mr. Wakefield, of cholera cases in Cold- 
bath-Fields Prison, and to request that you 
will cause Mr. Wakefield to transmit, for 
the information of the Lords of his Ma- 
jesty’s Most Hon. Privy Council, a daily 
return of such cases as may occur in the 
| prison, instructing him, at the same time, 
j to include in such daily return, cases of con- 
| firmed cholera only, 

“ (Signed)  W.L. Barnunst. 
| «« To the Governor of C, B, F. Prison,” 
} 
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«« Nominal Return (4) of Persons attacked with Cholera in Coldbath-Fields Prison, 
from the 26th to the 29th instant inclusive. 





. Date of . 
NAME. Age. without) Remarks. 
Attack. Pulse. 


With Diarrhea, ES 
or other 
Premonitory Symptoms. 











In relating the + cases 
for the informa.on of. 
the Privy Counei!, I beg 
leave to observe, bat 
ithe cholera made its re- 
[=ppearance in this pri- 
son on the 3rd instant, 
with a degree of malig- 
jnancy far surpassing the 
violence of the former 


Jos. Catanach ....../June 26 (Confirmed cholera 

Joha Moore ditto Premonitory Sym 

Jobn S. Gower ....| ditto ditto 

James Sullivan ....| ditto Confirmed cholera 
James Gravener....| ditto Premonitory Symptoms) 
Thomas Brenner....| ditto 5 ditto 
Thomas Green ....| ditto ditto 
‘Thomas Francis ....| ditto ditto 
Charles Morley ....| ditto ditto 
John Brown ......, ditto ditto . 
Gegrgiana Harris ..| ditto ditto ope me | 
Anh Morris ditto ditto privet the meee 
William Ring......\June 27 ditto a = 
William Thorn ....| ditto ditto different degrees of seve- 
Godfrey Nokes ....| ditto Confirmed cholera rity, out of which num- 
Richard Stewart....| ditto | 29 |Premonitory symptoms ber twelve cases baye 
Henry King ......| ditto ditto terminated fatally ; but 
Henry Butcher ....| ditto ditto 1 am happy to add, that 
Joseph Jones ..,...| ditto Confirmed cholera the remainder are at 
Thomas Collins ....| ditto Premonitory symptoms} this moment in different 
John Prait ditto Confirmed cholera } stages of convalescence, 
William White ....| ditto Premonitory symptoms| and that the disease ap- 
Caroline Thornton ..| ditto ditto pears to be gradually 
Elizabeth Leach ....| ditto ditto jrubsiding. 

Mary Akermann....| ditto ditto 

Mary Smith........| ditto ditto 
Elizabeth Isaaes....) ditto | < ditto 
Mary Bloomfield ,.| ditto ditto 
Eliza Groves . ditto ditto 


eee eeeoeeee 











PUPPET PETE 








Hewray Waxertecn, Surgeon. 


Return (B). 
, night o » | { Died half past 10 
Ana Saith { June 23} 2! ym Yes, | a.m. 29th instant. 
Joseph Allen ...,..|June 29] 32 ae Yes. |Ilmproving. 
Henry Waxerie.p, Surgeon.” 
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| cases of it, and they all recovered. Since 
that time | bave had seventy-three addi- 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA, tional cases, making the whole number 
on : mes : seventy-six, of which sixty have been re- 
VY SMALE AND FREQUENT DOSES OF CALOMEL- | turned cured, five are under treatment, and 
By Josern Ayan, M.D., Hull. four of them out of danger, and ten have 

f died. The whole of these patients were 
attended at their own homes, and most of 
Acrrrasy to the pledge which I gave in|them under every possible disadvantage. 
my last letter published in Tus Laxcer, I! The treatment pursued was the same in all, 
now proceed to report the result of my prac-| and was in strict conformity with the views 
tice in cholera, When I first addressed of the disorder which I have advanced, and 
you on the pathology and treatment of this | with that which I inculcated in Tur Lan- 
disease, I had had but one case of it under|cer as suited to it. ‘The exclusive object 
my care, and when J last wrote I had had | sought for, has been to restore the secre- 
but three. They were, however, severe | tion of the liver, and the means employed 


ON THE TREATMENT OF THE 
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heve been wk Ppa 
holly consisted of 


nil 


Fer? SE 
i Hire 


as ones. or eighty 1s of 
had ae ae the @ purg- 


heated 


yond nen yee wt uninterruptedly tm a sub- 


abatement of the disease was pro- 
duced, and the oaly limit set to its use was 


in giving it at ively wider inter- 
tg Te lL have trusted 
to grain doses, with a drop of laudanum 
given with each, and renewed every five 


ual 





uth 


every ten minutes, uatil a decided impres- 
ney a ne ja Aah ge when they 
were repeated every twenty minutes, and 
afterwards every bour, uvtil at length they 
were discontinued. The average quantity of 
calomel which 1 have given hus been about 
pnd grains, and the highest quantity 176 
Soreness of the mouth has only 
Tamed tpaheiae denen cases, and chiefly 
in those in whom the disease was least 
severe, or ae it was continued after the 
—_— was w removed ; for pending 
Seaeewes'al that stage, no effects 

ban nee mouth are produced by it. Atja 
the moment I am writing a patient has 
just come out from the collapse under 
this treatment, who bas had a suppression 
of urine during fifty-eight hours, and 
who has taken nearly 150 grains of calomel 
in single grain pills, and yet without any 
soreness of the mouth, or any other incon- 
venience from it. He is now nearly con- 
valesceat. The average duration of the 
disease in those who recovered under this 
treatment bas not been more than four or 
’ five days, and in a very few only were 
there any consecutive fever. For by the 
aor gray very liberal use of calomel in 
and frequently renewed doses,—and 

it it te, I may once more repeat, indispensable 
to their efficacy that they be small,—the se- 
cretion of the liver becomes early restored, 
and that inflammatory reaction in the hepa- 
tic cirele ig prevented, which would other- 
wise ensue a8 @ consequence of its con- 
gested state. Hence, in many instances | 
have found the most rapid recoveries to 
Occur in patients in whom the disease was 
most intense. A child ( F.. Soutter, of Win- 
combe) five years of age, who was literally 
“livid, cold, and pulseless"’ on the Wed- 
morving, was walking out on the 

» recovered ; whilst another child 

- H » of Machel- — eleven 
years of age, whose attack of the disease 








was far less severe, but whose treatment 
was at first far too inert, became affected 
with the cousecutive fever as the result of 
it, and narrowly eseaped after a fortnight’s 
illness, and after a plentiful employment of 
leeching to relieve it. In the er of 
these cases there was an early and complete 
renewal of the secretion of the bile, and 
& consequent remedy to the congestion, and 
the urgent symptoms which arose out of 
it,—in the latter the secretion was only 
very partially renewed, and the result was, 
an inflammatory state in the hepatic circle, 
and the consecutive fever as its effect. 

There has necessarily been much varia- 
tion im regard to the duration of the dis- 
ease prior to my being called to it. In 
no instance has the disease proved fatal 
where I have seen it before the collapse 
has become established and the pulse 
extinguished. Many bave recovered after 
this has happened, and some even alter it 
has been so several hours. One half of the 
cases has been in women, and the other 
half was shared nearly equally by men and 
children. The most tractable eases have 
been of children, and the least so of men 
and the aged of both sexes. When the 
collapse is complete, and the patient is 
aged, or a male adult, the stomach in many 
cases appears insensible to every stimulus, 
and the calomel has no effect in any way 
either upon it or upon the complaint. | When 

favourable imp is produced under 
thesd circumstances of extreme collapse, it 
is generally rather two hours from the com- 
mencement of the treatment. 

The characteristic marks of the disease 
that can alone be relied on as such, are the 
vomiting and purging; but especially the 
purging of ricey, broth-like, or gruelly mo- 
tions, with an entire suppression of the 
urine, if the disease be not arrested. In 
every case excepting in young children, 
there have been cramps. In some the 
cramps were wholly confined ta the lower 
part of the body, which was the case 
with ail the patients that came under my 
care during several days. The intensity 
of the cramps furnished no criterion by 
which to judge of the intensity or danger 
of the disease. Thev will abate and be re- 
newed whilst the patient is progressively 
advancing to recovery. ‘The ceasing of the 
vomiting and purging o the peculiar fluids, 
whilst at the same time the weight above 
the chest is relieved and the pulse keeps 
up or is restored, are the best indications of 
the patient’s improvement. ‘he renewal 
of the urine may be delayed for many hours 
after these signs of improvement, and the 
case will still terminate well. 

In the cases which terminate favourably, 
the ricey motions become changed into those 
[resembling tar, and these into others less 








466 DR. AYRE ON CALOMEL IN MALIGNANT CHOLERA. 


dark, unti] the natural fecal condition is 
restored. In some few cases I have had 
reason to believe that the motions were tar- 
like from the beginning, but these were of 
the milder form of the disease. When the 
disorder proves fatal, the stools before death 
are frequently changed from the ricey colour 
to the ap e of gruel of a reddish 
hue, and resembling the washing of recent 
flesh. 


In conducting the treatment of this com- 
plaint, 1 have scrupulously avoided the ad- 
mixture of other medicines with the calo- 
mel, that no error might be committed in 
the conclusions to be deduced from the 
practice. I have not exbibited a single 
emetic, or once employed bleeding or 
leeching, until after the stage of collapse 
had passed away, and then only on a few 
occasions. No inconvenience appeared to 
arise from an unrestrained allowance of cold 
Water, nor any great advantage from much 
external warmth. I never used the vapour- 
bath, nor any other means of giving warmth 
than whut the ordinary methods would sup- 
ply, and indeed so directly have I aimed 
at restoring the secretion of the liver, and 
so fully and confidently have I relied on 
it as the great instrument fur removing the 
whole train of alarming and distressing 
symptoms, that I have ordinarily neglected 
to resort to what have been accounted by 
most as the approved means for affording a 
temporary relief to them. When the fluid 
purging was excessive, I have used opiate 
glysters, and castor oil when the stools be- 
came black, and when no further calomel 
was wanted. I generally have endeavoured 
to see my patients every two or three hours 
during the period of danger, and to avoid 
any delay in beginning the treatment, have 
provided them at my first visit with a few 
pills, and the necessary doses of laudanum, 
until they could be procured from the cho- 
lera station. 


I shall now detail very briefly the cir- 
cumstances which appeared to lead to, or 
influence, the unfavourable termination of 
the ten fatal cases, that thus a more ac- 
curate judgment may be formed of the re- 
sults of the treatment which | have recom- 
mended, and of the obstacles which pre- 





vented its greater success. The first case 
that proved fatal was a poor destitute | 
woman, between fifty and sixty years of | 
age, who had been recently and frequently 
affected with the lead colic, and who, | 
from living alone, was not discovered to be | 
in the disease until many hours after the | 
commencement of the attack, and when | 
she was livid, cold, and pulseless. She! 
died in two days. The second was the | 
mother of a large and destitute family, 


who was induced from bea or oe 
judices, to neglect taking 

medicines when frst ordered. She died 
in twelve hours. The third case was an 
infant, who was brought fully out of the 
State of collapse, and was in a favour- 
able state for recovery, when the mother 
steadily refused to use a warm-bath and 
other needful means, and insisted upon its 
being left to its fate. The fourth was the 
case of a child twelve years of age, who had 
heen declared by previous ical attend- 
ants to be in an utterly hopeless state of 
collapse, and abandoned as such, but who 
was fall restored from this state. On the 
fourth - after this collapse, the tongue 
had become clean and moist, the p 
calm and about 86, sleep natural, skin of « 
proper temperature and colour, and the 
secretion of the kidneys restored after 
seventy-six hours suppression, when an 
orange and some improper diet were given, 
and an irritation was set up in the stomach, 
which was soon communicated to the head, 
and which carried off the patient in the 
course of afew days. The fifth case occur- 
red in a most destitute woman with a sick 
husband and a large — who refused 
all assistance during many hours, and was 
afterwards greatly neglected. The sixth case 
was a young woman whom I found pulse- 
less, and who for six hours before my visit 
had been treated profusely with stimulants, 
and with a most inordinate quantity of 
opium. The seventh was an old man in 
whom the disease rated fatally, by 
bringing into a morbid action some previ- 
ously existing disease. The eighth was 
also an old man whom I first saw in the 
night, and in the most extreme collapse, 
and who had suffered long and severely 
from want of every kind. The ninth pa- 
tient was a very destitute aged woman, 
who had been in the disease twelve hours, 
and, living alone, had concealed it. She was 
subject to fits of slight derangement, and 
was livid and pulseless, and apparently de- 
ranged, when | saw her. The tenth case 
was a man whom | saw only when dying, 
and who had been first seen in the night, 
and prescribed for by a medical apprentice. 
The poor man was subject to attacks of 
asthma, and appeared to be dying from an 
overwhelming congestion of the lungs. He 
died three hours alter my visit. 


I will not trespass upon your pages, or 


upon the time of your readers, by re- 


stating the views I entertain of the nature 
of this disease, or my reasons for the treat- 
ment which | recommend for it. Every- 
thing I have seen of the disease, and ex- 
perienced in the treatment of it, serves but 
to confirm the opinion I had formed of both. 
The essence of the disease is an interrupted 
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secretion of the bile, and the remedy is that | 
whieh restores this secretion. In the most} 
intense forms of the disease, such a cause, | 
indeed may seem inadequate to account for | 
its phenomena ; but, like every other dis- | 
ease, it has its gradations of severity, and | 
the mildest form of it maintains a resem: | 
blanee to the severest, proving, as in/| 
the instance of the mild and confluent, 
small-pox, their common origin and nature. : 4 
It has been affirmed that the cases of the | To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
disease differ so much as to require  diver- | Sim,—After writing to Dr. Abercrombie 
sified mode of treatment ; but the verycon- of Edinburgh, regarding the result of Dr. 
trary of this has appeared to me to be the Q'Shaughnessy’s remedy (whom I had the 
fact, and the only difference in the treat-| pleasure of meeting in Newcastle), I have 
ment demanded to be made, is, chiefly in | put it to the test, and have now much sa- 
the frequency of the times for repeating | tisfaction in stating to you that I have been 
the calomel, and the greater or less occa- | successful in my firstcase. It is now four- 
sion for the subsequent employment of | teen days since the operation, and the woman 
leeching and the antipblogistic remedies. | js perfectly well. 1 may send you the fol- 
In every case there is a repressed secretion | Jowing outline. 


CASE OF 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA 
SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY VENOUS IN« 

JECTION, ‘ 
Delivery of a Child on the 3d day, 
o 


of bile, and in every case there is a neces- 
sity for calomel to restore it. Emetics 
and even stimulants may occasionally, and, 
as it should seem, by accident, restore it, 
aud these last may sometimes even support 
the patient through the struggle, and thus 
appear to be the remedy. But their action | 


is indirect, and their success is, in a measure, 


accidental, and must generally fail, whilst | 
calomel, as possessing the specific property | 
of promoting the secretion of the liver, is | 
at once a medicine that claims not merely 


to be united with others in the treatment, 
but to be relied on as a specific in this| 
complaint, and to be employed to the ex- 
clusion of all others. Such indeed has been 
the course [ have pursued with it, and such | 
has been the course pursued with it by my | 
intelligent young friend Mr. Sharpe of this | 
town, who has followed my method in every | 
thing, and who having seen and especially 
attended with me nearly all the cases I have | 
had to treat, assures me that his own ex-| 
perience in the result of the practice with | 
the cases he has bad privately to treat, 
completely corresponds with what he had 
observed with me, and establishes in his | 
mind the same conviction which is fixed in 
mine, that calomel given in minute and fre- 
quently renewed doses, is endowed with 
a property of controlling and arresting it, 
which no other medicine, or combination of 
medicine, has ever had assigned to it, 
or will, if I mistake not, be ever found to 
possess. 


Hull, June 28, 1832. 





| Mary Cunningham, aged 36, and her 
| husband, William Cunningham, both ori- 
|ginally from Ireland, were admitted into 
|the cholera hospital in the lowest state of 
| collapse. 1 saw nothing for them but to try 
the transfusion ; and I endeavoured to in- 


ject by means of the apparatus used for 


injecting subjects, but could not succeed, 
accordingly 1 left by the mail-coach for 
Perth, aroused Dr, Hi. M‘Farlan about one 
o'clock in the morning, and obtained the 
loan of an injecting or transfusion ap- 
paratus for twenty-four hours, I lost no 
time in returning ; the man was gone, but 
his wife was still alive. Dr, Bell saw her 
about half-past eleven p.m., and said she 
would not live much longer than her hus- 
band. He died about one a.m., and Mr, 
Morris, my assistant, had great doubts all 
night of her surviving till my return. IL 
made an incision with a lancet through the 
integuments alongside the median basilic 
vein, introduced a short probe beneath it, 
then made a small aperture in the vein itself 


| sufficient for the introduction of the small 


tube, and injected very slowly {biij of the 
solution, 3i mur. sode, 9i carb. sodx, dis- 
solved in thiij of filtered rain-water, heated 
to 110° and afterwards filtered, in the space 
of halfan hour, keepiug up the temperature 
all the while. 


She had the following appearance pre- 
vious to injecting: she lay on her back 
pulseless, breathing slowly and heavily, 
eves sunk, glazed, turned upwards, and the 
eyelids half closed, and surrounded with 
the livid areola ; mouth open ; tongue cold 
and white ; face collapsed and dusky ; sur- 


|face of body cold, and covered with the 


clammy exudation ; hands cold, livid, and 
sodden, as if they had been soaked in water 
for a length of time; feet cold and livid; 
voice husky, and scarcely audible ; and, in 





short, as bad a case as I have seen ; and out 
of which I have seen almdst none recover. 
Towards the conclusion of the injecting her 
pulse returned; eyes lost the glazed ap- 
pearance ; areola less marked, and her whole 
countenance brightened up; her tongue 
became warmer, and she moved her jaws ; 
the surface of her body became warmer, as 
also did her feet, aided by bot sand-bags. 
She continued in this state for nearly three 
hours, when the effects _— to wear off, 
and into the same opening | injected other 
tbv of the solution, In a very time 


after this second injection she became, 1 which I appended to a memoir on the 


may say, convalescent all at once, and with 
little variation has continued so ever since. 
During these fourteen days she has bad occa- 
sional vomitings and purgings. She has had 
slight comatose symptoms, which were re- 
lieved by means of a blister. She had great 
pain in her chest, and thick, queer, puru- 
lent sputa, but all these untoward symp- 
toms have left. I may mention, that in ber 


is now a small ulceration on the cornea, a 
little below, not opposite to the pupil. She 
is now in the convalescent ward, but de- 
sired to keep in bed, although she can walk 
well enough. She eats and drinks well ; 
has natura! stools without medicive ; 

her urine freely ; and sleeps soundly } eormen 
the night, and is cheerful during the day. 

I have as yet not mentioned one very im- 
portant occurrence, viz., that she was in- 
jected on Thursday morning, 2ist June ; 
and that on the following Saturday, at three 
p.m. 1 delivered her safely and easily of a 
dead girl (6th month). The membranes 
and placenta came away at the same mo- 
ment ; the placenta appeared very dry, and 
contained dark venous blood ; the child 
was very livid,—this, of course, was not in 
favour of the new remedy; but, notwith- 
standing, she has done well. She says she 
was well aware that the child died within, 
soon after she was attacked. 


As we have made it a rule to remove no 
moribund patieats into our hospital but such 
only as there is some hope of life in, how- 
ever distant, we refused to admit the sub- 
jects of the zbove case. Indeed the me- 
dical gentlemen who visited them first, 
refused to grant a line of admission, con- 
sidering them both too far gone ; but their 
landlord insisted they should rather die on 
the way to the hospital than on his pro- 
perty, and accordingly we were obliged to 
take them in, as we are often compelled to 
do. I have repeated this remedy since, but 
not with like success. 

I remain, with much respect and esteem, 
Davin C. Cangurnens, M. D, 
Dundee, 4th July, 1852, 
Cholera Hospital, 


. REPLIES TO THE LETTERS OF MR. COSTELLO, : 


'BARON HEURTELOUP’S OPERA- 
DESTRUCTION 
THE BLADDER 


| TIONS FOR THE 
OF CALCULI IN 
| BY PERCUSSION, 
CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE LETTERS 
| OF MR. COSTELLO, INSERTED AT PAGES 
| $362 anv 430, 
From Mr. Epwarps to the Editer of 


{ Tax Lancer. 
Sirx,—In justification of a postscrip 


| evacuating catheter, lately published in 
Tue Lancet by Baron Heurteloup, I beg 
to enclose for insertion the copy os letter 
| written to Baron Dupuytren by Dr. Hume 


|and Mr. Brodie, and in which you will find 
| my statements authenticated. 1 should not 


| have troubled you with this communica- 
| tion, were it not for the publication lately of 


left eye, which was much inflamed, there|*. es ene Se ee oe 


peated the calumnies to which the author 
formerly gave birth. 1am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


D,. O. Epwarps. 


Dr. Hume and Mr. Bropre to Baron 


Hevurts.ovr. 


** Sir Baron,—Dr. Heurteloup having ac- 
quainted us that an unfaithful account of 
the operation which he formed in our 
presence on Colonel in has been 
transmitted to the Institute of France ; and 
that you are appointed especially to inquire 
into the made in England in the 
treatment of calculous patients, we take 
the liberty, at his request, of addressing to 
you a few observations upon the history of 
this case. 

“We certify that no attempt was ever 
made or contemplated, to extract from the 
patient’s bladder a broken instrument, but 
that simply the branches of the instrument 
a percussion, which the Baron bad then re- 
cently begun to employ, remained three 
lines and a halfapart, a circumstance which 
determined the operator to make an incision 
into the urethra, in order that the branches 
should be passed out through the aperture, 
and forcibly closed and withdrawn, without 





dilating the urethra excessively. In fact, 
the branches were brought together, and 
the instrument was taken out, without ex- 
| citing the slightest inconvenience. If the 
lateral section was performed immediately 
after the disengagement of the instrument, 
it was not because it was thought urgent 
to do so, but solely because it was con- 
sidered most advantageous to the patient. 

“* We add furthermore, that if lithotomy 
was resorted to on this occasion, it was 
purely at the suggestion of Baron Heurte- 
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and that if this operation had an un- 
yo opm a oma ought to be ettri- 
in ® great measure to the advanced 
age of i he survived the 
ion more than two months, the wound 
nearly healed, the urine passed freely 
entirely through the urethra, and there 
was no other cause of death than extreme 
debility. 
“ We affirm, finally, that although Baron 
Heurteloup occupied no more than one or 
two minutes in attacking the lurge stone 
which the bladder contained, this stone, 
notwithstanding its toughness, was broken 
into many fragments when we proceeded to 
its extraction. * 

“* We believe we are doing but an act of 
justice to Baron Heurteloup, in saying that 
he conducted himself throughout this affair 
in the most honourable manner, frequently 
visiting Colonel Rankin in his long illness, 
and being always well received by him. 

** We have the honour to be, Sir Baron, 

*« Your very humble servants, 
(Signed) «J. R. Home, M.D, 
« B. C. Bropie. 


«« To M. le Baron Dupuytren, D.M. P., 


Chirurgien en Chef de ("Hotel Dieu, 
Membre de I'Institut de France, &c. &c.”” 


From Mr. Goovwrn to the Editcr of 
Tae Lancer. 


Sir,—On the 22nd of June I received the 
following letter from the Baron Heurteloup, 
and I rely on your justice in inserting it, 
as well as my reply to the statements of 
Mr. Costello. 


To Grorcr Goovwin, Esq. 


«« My dear Mr. Goodwin,—Might you not 
have been mistaken in the particulars 
which you gave me respecting your case? 
You told me that the surgeon to whom you 
addressed yourself previously to your con- 
sulting me had introduced, three times, an 
instrument into your bladder, and that each 
time he was occupied from a quarter to 
half an hour in searching for your stone, 
which he did not succeed in seizing. Al- 
though I mentioned no names in drawing 
up your case, Mr. Costello, who announces 
himself as the surgeon to whom you first 
addressed yourself, has just published in 
Tre Lancet of Saturday, June the 23rd, 


* At that time the instrument of Baron Heurte- 
joup had not assumed its present form. Oa this 
account the branches yielded a little to the con- 
cutsion. In fact the instrument employed upon 
Colonel Rankin was nearly a first essay, and there- 
fore little more than a model. Since that time a 
series of 62 have been made, each more complete 
and perfeet than its predecessor ; and the weight of 
the hammer being determined, and the probable 
resistance of the stone calculated, the whole strength 
ofa man be applied in striking, without any 
fear of the beak giving way.—D. OQ, E, 





page 363, a series of statements relating to 
you, which contradict the information given 
|me b and Mr. Hodges your medi- 
cal attendant. I have not the least doubt, 
that if the facts, such as you related them to 
|me, were incorrect, you would give them 
|in their right light, and that if, on the con- 
trary, what you stated was correct, you 
would, as a matter of duty, oppose a con- 
tradiction to what so nearly concerns your- 
self. Ihope your health continues good. 
Believe me, Sir, ever yours truly, 
** Baron Hevarecovre. 
«1, Vere Street, Cavendish Square,” 


As soon as I had read this, I imme- 
diately procured ‘Tur Lancer alluded to, 
and found in a letter, addressed by Mr. 
Costello to the Academy of Sci of 
Paris, the following p fo 

«* The second patient who left me for M. 
Heurteloup had paralysis of the bladder, 
and a stone which held a fixed situation in 
that orgau. This patient had been cut by 
Mr. Brodie three years before. I made an 
attempt with Civiale’s instrument ; 1 expe- 
rienced no difficulty in seizing the stone 
between two of the branches of the forceps, 
and detaching from it considerable portions 
which my confrére must have seen, but I 
was not able to dislodge the stone from its 
fixed situation beneath the neck of the 
bladder, and which appeared to me to be 
that of the old cicatrix. The attempt was 
renewed with a similar result; each at- 
tempt occupied about five minutes. I ex- 
plained the difficulty to the patient, and 
proposed to dislodge it by means of Hun- 
ter’s two-branch forceps, he was however 
intimidated by officious observations, and 
he placed himself under the care of M, 
Heurtelonp, whom 1 had previously pro- 
posed to call in consultation, The indica- 
tion of dislodging the stone, whose fixity 
in this case formed the sole obstacle to its 
comminution, was fulfilled by the means 
which I had previously proposed. The 
impediment once removed, of course the 
cure became easy. This patient was re- 
stored to health, at which I sincerely re- 
joice; and far from thinking that I had 
failed, he came afterwards to thank me for 
my attentions to him. It was admitted that 
my confrére and myself were of the same 
opinion as to the difficulty of the case, and 
the means of obviating it. So much for the 
imperfection of the means employed by me.” 

‘his case is mine, and as Mr. Costello 
has made statements not founded in fact, | 
consider myself bound in justice to the 
| Baron Heurteloup, as well as by my regard 
|for truth, to offer you a positive contra- 
|diction of them. I was cut for the stone 
by Mr. Brodie in May 1829, and in June 
1831 I had a return of the same complaint, 











T consulted Mr, Brodie, but having heard | 
that there was a safer mode of cure than | 
the use of the knife, practised by two gen-_ 
tlemen in the profession, both strangers to 
me, I inquired about it, and was recom-| 
mended by a friend to Mr. Costello. bong 
this circumstance being known to Mr. 

Brodie and Mr. Morrat, my medical at- 

tendants, they both, for reasons best known 

to themselves, withdrew, and I was left 
alone, waiting the return of Mr. Costello to 
town. When he arrived, [ thought it right 

to-have the assistance of another profes-| 
sional friend at these operations so impor- 
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Mr. Costello for his attentions to me, as he 
asserts, nor I ever seen him since. 
I sent Mr. H ,a friend 


‘of mine living in North Place, to remune- 


rate him for his attentions to me, and I 
declined receiving any further visits from 


. him. This step Mr. Hodges fully concurred 


in, What between Mr. Costello and 
Mr. Hayward, I understood at the time to 
amount to an acknowledgment on the part of 
Mr. Costello, of a complete failure. 

In the sixth place, Mr. Costello, between 
the second ped third sittings, did propose 


to dislodge the stone from beneath the neck 


tant to me, and I called in Mr. Hodges of of the bladder, where he assured me it was 
No. 6, Upper North Place, Gray’s Inn situated, with Hunter's forceps, but he came 
Road, who attended at all of them, three in | to operate for the third time without that 
number, and not two as Mr. Costello says, | instrument, and the sitting was consider- 


and who can attest to the truth of my state- 
ment, as he kindly visited me every day. 

In the first place it is difficult to imagine 
(as Mr. Costello affirms) that my stone held | 
a fized situation in the bladder, for the Baron | 
Heurteloup, before several medical gentle- 
men, immediately and with the greatest | 
ease seized and comminuted it; and I have 
it now in pieces and powder in a box. 

In the second place. each of the three sit- 


ings did not, as Mr. Costello also gives us 
to understand, in contradiction of what the 
Baron had said, occupy five minutes, but 
lusted from a quarter to half an hour, as 
Mr. Hodges, who was present, can certify 


as well as myself, who, from the anguish 
and torture I was enduring, should be in- 
clined to estimate the duration of the sit- 
tings at a much higher rate. 
Tn the third place, it is impossible that 
the Baron should have seen the considerable 
tions of stone which Mr. Costello says 
is operations caused me to evacunte, for 
he never, to the knowledge of Mr. Ilodges 
or myself, extracted any from the bladder 
by his instrument. I never voided any 
thing like broken pieces of stone after the 
sittings; and, finally, in point of fact, Mr. 
Costello never, even with the sound,succeed- 
ed in feeling the stone, nor did he ever 





seize it, as be affirms, betweev the branches 
of his instrument ; at least we saw no proofs | 
of it, and the maoner in which he maneu- | 
vred and raked about in my bladder, tends | 
to make us believe that all his attempts to 
seize, not to say feel, the stone, were unsuc- 
cessful. 

In the fourth place, Mr. Costello never | 
proposed, as his letter would lead any one | 
to believe, to call the Baron Heurteloup in 
consultation ; but, on the contrary, he said | 
he did not consider himself justified in mak- | 
ing any further attempt without the assist- 
ance of M. Civiale, and strongly urged me 
to let him send to Paris for that gentleman, 
to which I would not consent. 


ably prolonged. 1 was then induced toad- 
dress the Baron Heurteloup, which I did 
through Mr. Brodie, who was kind enough 
to introduce him, and not from the officious 
observations of any other , as Mr. Cos- 
tello takes the liberty of affirming. I had, 
indeed, heard. from high authority of the 
Baron's talent and skill, and which I have 
good reason to know were not esaggerated. 
He made use of his new curved instrument 
and hammer, and immediately sized, not 
from beneath the neck of the bladder, but from 
the lateral portion on my right, the stone, 
which he as soon comminuted, without giv- 
ing me any pain worth mentioning. 1 am 
now perfectly well, and free from anything 
like a painful sensation. 

Such is a true and accurate statement of 
what 1 underwent, and such as my medical 
attendant Mr. Hodges, residing at No 6, 
Upper North Place, Gray’s Inn Road, will, 
I am sure, feel pleasure in certifying. 

I am sorry that Mr. Costello, by deviat- 
ing so widely from the truth in what con- 
cerned me, should have placed me in the 
painful necessity of bringing to light such 
yross inaccuracies, and publishing the facts 
correctly. 1 panes bored myself bound in 
justice to write this letter, and I beg, Sir, 
that you will give it a speedy insertion, 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
Georce Goopwin. 
Chapel Street, Grosvenor Place, 
June 25, 1832. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have 
submitted it to the perusal of Mr. Hodges 
and Mr. Hayward, and they have given me 
leave to say, that they both fully agree in 
the above statement of facts. .G, 

Twelve o'clock, 


From Mr. Brices to the Editor of 
Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—The letter inserted by Mr. Costello 


In the fifth place, I did not go to thank | ia last week’s Lancet being evidently not 
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written in a scientific point of view, it would 
be quite unnecessary to answer it, did it 
not contain a numerous collection of incor- 
rect statements, and misrepresented facts. 
As Baron Heurieloup’s pupil, which great 


advantage has enabled me to become well ac- | 


quainted with ali that relates to his opera. 


| Heurteloup considered it his duty to direct 
the attention of Mr. Money and Mr. Green 
to the manner in which Mr. Costello had 
represented this case, and these géntlemen 
will, perhaps, think it right to induce Mr. 
Costello to retract what he bas said, and 
| present the case in its true colours. 


tious, I should justly expose myselfto cen-! There is little to say on Mr. Goodwin's 
sure if | allowed to pass unnoticed, inaccurate | case, the second which Mr. Costello men- 
publications tending to depreciate a mode of | tions; itis one in which the Baron Heurteloup 
operating, the advantages of which are be- | said, that the perce-pierre had not been and 
coming daily more and more evident by the could not be successtully em; loyed, and also 
success accompanying its application. Al- the case in which Mr. Costello introduced 
low me, therefore, to offer a few observa- | three different times the str-ight instrument 
tions in reply to Mr. Costello’s letter. 1] above mentioned into the bladder, without 
consider ic my duty to take this upon’ being able to seize the stone, although each 
myself, although it is not the Baron Ileur- | of the three attempts was of very long dura- 
teloup’s wish that any notice should be! tion. The Baron was furnished with these 
taken of it. particulars by Mr. Goodwin, the patient, and 
The cases of several patients to which | they were corroborated by the testimony of 
Mr. Costello alludes in his letter, are as Mr. Hodges, his medical attendant, who 
inaccurately, as they are incompletely, re- saw all that wos done. 
lated, ‘That of Colonel Rankin was so’ With respect to Mr. Stockbridge’s case, 
very incorrectly given, that Mr. Brodie, I need make no comments on it; it 
and Dr. Hume, the two gentlemen who speaks for itself. A straight instrument 
were present during the whole of the| could not be introduced into the patient's 
operation, were kind enough to write a! bladder without violence, which in this 
letter to the Academy of Sciences, in which operation, above all others should be 
they contradicted the fallacies of Mr. Cos-| avoided. The Baron Heurteloup, who, 
telio, and by giving to the gentlemen of) from talents, long experience, and delicate 
the Institute accurate information, showed | tact, must certainly be as competent as any 
in a true light the motives which in-|one to introduce into the bladder either 
duced Mr. Costello thus to speak of an! straight or curved instruments, advised the 
unfortunate, but simple and iastructive, sur-| patient not to allow any further attempts 
gical case. Mr. Costello's letter, however, | to be made with a straight instrument, but 


although forwarded to the Institute, was 
not, as he most likely had anticipated, even 
perused ; for the secretary being accus- 


| 

}to wait until he bad constructed a curved 
| one, which at thet time engaged his atten- 
;tion. Mr. Stockbridge, however, by some 


tomed and commissioned to read such pa-| means or other, was deterred from following 
pers only as are useful to science, soon! this wholesome and reasonable advice; in 
perceived the tenor of this letter, und it|}his excusable impatience to be relieved, 


was laid aside. It is due to Mr. Costello 
here to remark, that he has himself, ina 
note, rectified, in some degree, the inac- 
curacy of his assertions touching this case, 
but not having also transmitted this infor- 
mation to the Academy of Paris, as he 
should have considered it his duty to do, 
are we not justified in concluding, that he 
knows that the statement is incorrect ? 

With respect to Captain W —— ’s case, 
to which Mr. Costello alludes, he is equally 


inexact in his statements, and it would} 


certainly have been more just and more 
worthy of men of science to have obtained 
correct information before publishing a case 
in which the name of another professional 
gentleman was concerned. Mr. Costello 
should have gleaned his particulars from 
Mr. Money and Mr. Green, whom he knew 
visited, conjointly with the Baron, Captain 
Ww , whilst he was l:bouring under a 
disease unconnected with the stone, and 
which, if not entirely, at least in a great 
measure, caused bis death. The Baron 
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| he was persuaded to consult Mr. Costello, 
who unhesitatingly proceeded to introduce 
the perce-pierre, a straight instrument, 
which he employs in all cases. He suc- 
ceeded in passing it into the bladder, I 
should think by force; for the Baron Heur- 
teloup's acknowiedged skill and talent could 
not have failed in the usual application of 
this instrument. Mr. Costello says, that 
the instrument went into the bladder easily. 
It may be so, for it is always possible, with 
a metal instrument, to overcome obstacles 
presented by soft and yielding organs. 
But was it pradent to do so on this occa- 
sion? It appears not, for death ensued, 
as Mr. Costello cundidly coufesses. This 
case furnis'es undeniable proof of the utility 
of a curved instrument, which, however, 
Mr. Costello does not seem at all disposed 
to admit. 

With respect to any other cases in which 
the Baron Heurteloup accuses the perce- 
pierre of being of insufficient and unsuc~ 
cess/ul application, Mr. Costello is not the 
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operator alluded to, although I don’t know 
why he attributes to himself all the cases 
mentioned; but he must certainly be 
aware, that he is by no means the only sur- 
geon who attempts to operate with the 
perce-pierre. 

Allow me, Sir, further to add to these 
observations :— 

ist. It is impossible to admit that Mr. 
Costello has treated successfully with the 
perce-pierre, since his arrival in England, 
the number of patients he names ; for it is 
natural to suppose that had he effected 
these cures, he would have published them 
in detail, since that alone can justly establish 
the reputation of a surgeon. 

2ndly. Mr. Costello never having seen 
the curved instrument employed, never 
having even seen it as constructed by the 
Baron, and, finally, never having received 
any correct information respecting the man- 
ner of making use of it, cannot in justice 
pass any remarks on it, nor can his opinion 
respecting it be considered of any more 
weight than that of ony person who should 
panegyrise or detract from the labours of 
Mr. Costello, with which few or none hap- 
pen to be acquainted. 

Srdly. It is difficult to conceive how Mr. 
Costello, in no way distinguisted by scien- 
tific labours, and comperatively young as to 
experience, should, in so positive and un- 
restrained a manner, give his opinion on 
this operation, and on the means of per- 
forming it, whilst other gentlemen, whose 
talents and long experience have placed 
them at the head of their profession, con- 
tinue silent, having too much justice and 
good sense to condemn or criticise the new 
system, until they have studied its advan- 
tages and defects. 

4thly. 1 would, in conclusion, remark, 
that a letter, written by a surgeon to any 
learned body for the sole purpose of pre- 
venting a professional brother from receiv- 
ing the reward of long and arduous labours, 





REPLIES TO THE LETTERS OF MR. COSTELLO. 


the day, and four or five times during the 
night. Horse exercise discontinued till 
Oct., 1829, when it again produced profuse 
hemorrhage for nineteen days and nights. 
Horse exercise discontinued ; great irrita- 
tion and pain in making water, which at 
times suddenly stopped. Was sounded the 
29th of May, 1830, when calculus was dis- 
covered in the bladder. Less irritation, 
discharging urine four or five times during 
the day, and generally three during the 
night, and from four to eight ounces at a 
time, healthy and clear. 

** June 25. Mr. Costello passed through 
my place of residence (Wrexham), when I 
was strongly recom . xded to submit to an 
operation by him, ‘hich was granted. 
Was sounded, and the bladder pronounced 
free from the slightest organic disease, and 
in every way prepared. A sitting took 
place* on the 26th June. The stone seized 
five times; escaped every time; the per- 
forator touched it. The stone was declared 
Ito be ten lines. This attempt produced 
| slight hemorrhage for three days, when it 
was succeeded by fetid and purulent urine, 
which is now subsiding, but is not even 
now voided in greater quantities than two 
ounces, and at times much less; attended 
with great pain, by which the head is 
greatly affected. I must remark, that the 
above attempts produced violent fever for 
some time, with declining health, previous 
to which it was unimpaired. 

‘* From the period of its being ascertained 
that Capt. W. had stone, he had fully de- 
termined to proceed to London, and apply 
for relief to Baron Heurteloup ; but a friend 
addressed Capt. W. to say that Mr. Cos- 
tello was soon to arrive at Liverpool, and 
at the same time recommended Mr. C. as a 
careful operator. From these favourable 
accounts Capt. W. considered it would be 
a great advantage to him to have the ope- 
ration performed at his own house, and 
yielded to so apparently favourable an op- 




















supposing every word of the letter to be of| portunity. Mr. Costello arrived at Wrex- 
the most scrupulous exactness, would be ham on the 25th of June, and sounded Capt. 
deemed a rather indelicate action, and cer-| W. that evening, and declared to him that 
tainly unworthy of a professional gentle- |e never had a patient better prepared, and 
man ; but when the facts related in the letter | in other respects more favourable for imme- 
are untrue, such conduct requires an appel- | diate operation. Judge then of our sur- 
Jation which, out of respect for you, Sir, and | prise, when, on the 3rd of July, in answer 
your readers, | refrain from applying. The | to a letter from Captain W.’s medical at- 
following is a |tendant, Mr. Costello states the operation 
| had failed for want of due preparation. Mr. 
Costello having intimated his intention to 
return by Wrexham, Captain W. addressed 
‘* Fifty-nine years of age. Good health | him, expressing his and all his friends’ 
through life, till Juue 1828, when, after| surprise at the contents of his letter, and 
horse exercise, passed bloody urine, which | requesting him not to do so on his (Captain 
disappeared till October, when horse exer-| W.'s) account. Captain W. has not there- 


Statement of Captain W.’s Case, 
written by himself. 


cise again produced slight hemorrhage, with | fore heard more from Mr. Costello. 
pain in the glans penis, making small quan- ; ———- 
tities of urine seven or eight times during | 


* Not an exploration.—T, B, 
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*« Capt. W. considered it necessary to| to denominate long and painful operations 
make this statement known to Baron Heur- | simple explorations. The Baron seeing Capts 
teloup as the professional gentleman chosen |W. in so unfavourable a condition, at first 
by Capt. W., from whom, by God’s assist-| refused to operate upon him. For nearly 
ance, and the Baron’s unremitting care, he | four months the patient entreated the Baron 
yet hopes to experience a cure from so/in the strongest manner to undertake the 
dreadful a complaint. | treatment of his case, and it was only after 

** Tuomas Watson. | Capt. W. had called three different times into 
« London, August 24th, 1850,” consultation Messrs. Brodie, Money, Green, 
’ ; s __. _ |or White, that it was decided that on ac- 

Such is the letter which I have in Capt. j;count of the anxious wish of the patient, 
W.’s own handwriting, and which I feel it) the Baron could not do otherwise than sub- 
my duty to publish, as Mr. Costello has not | ject him to his mode of treatment. 
thought fit to show this case in its right|" The patient was operated upon once with 
light, especially as far as he himself was con- the trois-branches a virgule; two calculi 
cerned. Allow me also to answer the fol-| were seized and excavated by the virgule 
lowing passage in Mr, Costello’s letter re- | with rapidity and facility, and in presence 
lating to Capt. Ww. a. ; lof Dr. Granville. No unfavourable symp- 

“The first of these I visited in the coun- | toms appeared after this operation, but the 
try, on my way to Edinburgh. After hav- | Baron having ascertained that there existed 
ing made an exploration, at was settled that |in the bladder two oval stones of large di- 
he should go to London in order to have | mensions, resolved not to proceed with the 
lithotrity performed on him. On his ar-| same instrument, as the patient could not 
rival in town I bad not yet returned. The | haye borne the number of operations which 





patient pleced himself uoder the care of my | the means he then possessed to break down 
confrére, who operated upon him, and he | such calculi rendered necessary. 


died.” 

This passage being evidently written to 
induce such as read it to believe that the 
Baron Heurteloup’s operation caused the 
death of the patient, | think it right tocom- 
bat an insinuation which has so deplorable 
a motive by a testimony of unexceptionable 
validity. It is a letter addressed to Mr. 
Money, in which Mr. J. H. Green explains 
why he was called by Baron Heurteloup to 
visit Captain W. 


*« 46, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
July 9, 1832. 

*« Dear Sir,—In answer to your inquiries 
respecting the state of the late Capt. W., 
previous to your attendance, | beg to say 
that I saw him with Baron Heurteloup after 
the first and only operation of lithotrity, 
and that he was at that time labouring 
under a complaint which had no connexion 
with the stone or the state of the bladder. 
I would add that the bladder was then in a 
favourable condition, and did not appear to 
have suffered in any degree from the opera- 
tion. 1 am, dear Sir, respectfully yours, 

** Josep Henry Green.” 


««_— Money, Esq.” 


From this letter, then, we may conclude 
that Capt. W.’s death was not caused by 
the operation of lithotripsy. A few re- 
marks, however, on what Capt. W. under- 
went, will further prove this. 

This patient, after having undergone an 
operation of lithotrity at his own house at 
Wrexham, which was unsuccessful, came 
to London to consult Baron Heurteloup. 
His health was greatly impaired by the at- 


tempt of Mr. Costello, who thinks proper 





The Baron was at that time constructing 
his percuteur courbe a marteau, and he told 
Capt. W. that he would not continue the 
operation until that instrument was com- 
pleted, for the size of the stones in his 
bladder required rapid and efficacious means. 
The patient waited therefore, and was in 
as favourable a state as could be wished 
for; he made water at long intervals, the 
urine was clear, and the Baron was on the 
point of proceeding in the comminution of 
the stones with the percuteur, when Capt. 
W. was seized with an acute pleuritic 
affection which caused his death. Shortly 
after the pleuritic symptoms declared them- 
selves, Mr. Green was called in consulta- 
tion, who found the patient in the state de- 
scribed in his letter. He died three months 
after M. Heurteloup’s operation. 

I should have preferred making no use 
of a paper which 1 have in my bands, but 
Mr. Costello, careless of sacrificing truth 
to the accomplishment of his object, com- 
pels me tocommit it to print. ‘This paper, 
which was written and signed by Capt. W. 
himself, and given to the Baron Heurte? 
loup, contains an account of all that he un- 
derwent before he consulted the Baron. 
his letter will give proofs, too evident, 
that Mr. Costello did something more than 
merely explore the bladder of the patient. 

1 am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
T. Brees. 

Vere Street, Cavendish Square, July. 





463 ACTION TO RECOVER £2000 


IMPORTANT 
MEDICO-LEGAL TRIAL. 


MRS. KINNEAR UV. BORRODAILE AND OTHERS, 


On the part of the Rock Insurance Office. 


ALLEGED SELF-POISONING BY LAUDANUM— 
SINGULAR MEDICAL EVIDENCE. 


Tats important cause was tried on Friday 
the 6th July, before Lord Tenterden and a 
special jury, in the Court of King’s Bench, 
Guildhall, London. The plaintiff, the relict 
of the late Thomas Kinnear, Esq., banker, 
of the firm of Kinnear, Logan, and Co., 
sought to recover 2000/, from the de- 
fendants, as the amount of a policy of in- 
surance, effected on his life by her de- 
ceased husband, and the payment of which 
amount had been resisted by the Rock- 


office, on grounds which will be sufficiently | 


explained in the opening address of Sir 
James Scarlett, who conducted the defence. 
Messrs. Campbell and Kelly were counsel 
for Mrs. Kinnear. 

Sir James Scanterr commenced his ad- 
dress by stating, that one issue alone was 
before the jury in this cause. They had to 
determine whether the death of the late 
Mr. Kinnear had been effected by himself, 
or whether he died by the natural visitation 
of Providence. The plaintifis would not 
have to prove the latter, for in consequence 
of express stipulation in the policy, the 
burthen of the proof of suicide lay on the 
insurance company. 


lents, and respectability; in possession of 
considerable fortune, and in the manage- 
ment of an extensive concern. There was, 
however, reason to believe, that recent 
transactions in the funds had embarrassed 
his private resources. Mr. Kinnear had a 
house in Cornwall Terrace, Regent's Park, 
and he met with his death oa the 20th 
October, 1851. An examination of the 
body was made, but the medical report was 
so little conclusive, as to demand the fur- 
ther investigation which had subsequently 
been resolved on, as well by the defendants 
in the present case, as by the directors of 
the Nationa'-office, with whom Mr. Kinnear 
had also + flected insurances, and to a still 
greater amount. Sir J. Scarlett then pro- 
cveded to say, that his next object was to 
show that Mr. Kinnear died by his own 
hand. In domg so, he laboured under the 
difficulty of having to derive his testimony 
from the witnesses of the adverse party. 
He should, therefore, have to rely much on 
the strong facts afforded by circumstantial 
evidence. Mr. Kinnear was a member of 
the Atheneum Club; he always slept at 


The late Mr. Kinnear | 
was a gentleman of greit attainments, ta-! 
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|home, which at the time of his death was 
}under the hands of the workmen, as the 
premises were in course of repair. Mr, 
Kinnear and a servant man named Thom- 
son alone slept in the house. Mrs. Kin- 
near and her family were temporarily resi- 
dent at Brighton. Mr. K.’s bed-room was 
|on the first floor; on the same floor was the 
‘library which, at the time of the events con- 
|cerned in this trial, coutained several un- 
| opened packages of furniture. There were 
also on the same floor two drawing-rooms 
communicating with the staircase. Below 
‘there were four rooms unfurnished. Mr. 
K. was a temperate man and an early riser ; 
he was accustomed to give directions to his 
workmen in person at an early hour. It 
|was here proper to state that Mr. K. was 
|in the habit of investing large sums of 
money in his own name in the foreign funds, 
and, often, the money employed was the 
‘real property of various correspondents, 
Amongst others, Sir M. Ridley, the emi- 
nent banker at Newcastle, bad intrusted 
, Mr. kK. with money for this purpose, to be 
invested in the French funds in Mr. K.’s 
jname. This was about the time when the 
‘glorious revolution, as it was called, of 
| July 1830, occurred, and, in consequence, 
Mr. K.’s capital became largely involved, 
On the 19th of October, Tuesday, he had 
expected from Paris documents from the 
| house of Rothschild, representing the sums 
‘of money employed for the Newcastle 
| banker, but these documents did not arrive. 
| On that day Mr. K. wrote a letter to Mr. 
Rothschild of London, directing *‘ that in the 
event of his absence, the rentes in his, Mr. K.’s, 
name, should be delivered to Sir M. Ridlev, 
whose property they were.” This letter was 
not however delivered, but after it was 
written in the counting-house was placed in 
the iron safety chest, with other securities 
of Mr. Rothschild’s relative to the 3 per 


Cents. The letter was thus placed as a 
|testimonial respecting Sir M. Ridley’s 
‘claims. Now from this circumstance it 


was manifest that Mr. K. contemplated 
!some event before the return of the rentes, 
| which were daily expected, and according- 
|ly his death took ;lace on the following 
|day, the 19th of October. Thatordinary ab- 
sence was meant by Mr. K. was extremely 
| unlikely, in consequence of the indisposition 
of Mr. Logan, the only other partner in the 
firm then resident in Loadon. Upon that 
Tuesday then, the 19th of October, Mr. 
Kinnear dined at the Atheneum Club, and 
returned home at a quarter before nine p.m. 
Thomson, his servant, had however made 
some arrangement for his dinner in the 
library adjoining his bed-room. There was 
a decanter on the table, containing about 
half a bottle of sherry, and there were also 
a tumbler and two other glasses. Mr. Kin- 
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near soon retired to his room, and the de- 
canter and glasses were conveyed into the 
room too, whether by himself or servants 
the learned counsel could not undertake to 
prote. There was reason to believe that 
before retiring he told the servant he was 
about to take a draught, and it was certain 
that Mr. K. ordered bim not to call him at 
the usual time in the morning. Thomson 
then went below stairs, and laid down, but 
ata little past twelve heard a noise as if of 
some one walking, and of a window-shutter 
bolt falling, in the parlour on the floor below 
Mr. K.’s bed-room. Thomson rose, took a 
light, went to the hall door, found it fast, 
and on looking round perceived his master 
on the staircase, undressed, and going up 
stairs, Mr. K. asked, ‘“‘ why he, Thomson, 
was coming in so late.”” Thomson replied, 
**he had not been out, but that hearing a 
noise he came up to see if there was no one 
in the house.” Mr. Kinnear said, ‘Come up- 
stairs and see.”” He went up-stairs, ali 
was right in the bed-room and library ; his 
muster had got under the bed-clothes, and 
Thomson spoke to him, but got no answer ; 
he spoke again, and no reply was made. 
Thomson then closed the door to, and re- 
turned down-stairs, but did not go to sleep, 
and in a little time he again heard Mr. k. 
go towards the water-closet on the third 


Jloor. Thomson then again went up stairs. 


His master shortly came out of the water- 
closet, and in reply to an offer from Thomson, 
said, ‘* You may leave the light if you 
please.” He then went into his bed-room, 
and ‘Thomson heard no more of him for the 
night. Next day workmen came as usual at 
6a.m. At7, finding that Mr. K. did not 
appear as usual, they asked the servant to 
call him, but he refused. At 10, a workman 
on the first floor heard a groan, went to the 
door of Mr. K.’s bed-room, and found it 
locked inside, applied his eye to the spindle 
hole,* and saw brd-clothes rise and fall as 
if some one breathed heavily beneath. The 
servant was advised to open the door 
forcibly, but he refused. The workman 
again shortly returned, and saw and heard 
the same thing. The servant now became 
frightened; he went to Mr. Trotter, a 
friend of his master, who came in a short 
time. A ladder was placed against the bed- 
room window; Thomson entered, imme- 
diately opened the door from within, and 
admitted Mr. Trotter, when Mr, Kinnear 
was found breathing his last. A surgeon, 
Mr. Lovegrove,t was hastily sent for, and 





* The handles of the door were all removed in 
consequence of painting, so the workman jooked 
through the spindle-hole, not the key-hole. ‘The 
door cou'd only be fastened by being locked inside.— 
Reporter, Lancet. 

+ A stranger to the family, but residing close by. 
—Reporter, Lancet. 


INSURED ON THE LIFE OF THE LATE MR. KINNEAR. 
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found Mr. K. warm and moist, but life was 
gone. The wine had been used, and some- 
thing remained in the tumbler and wine- 
glass, which Mr. Lovegrove tasted, and im- 
mediately desired the room to be cleared ; 
a dark stain, it should be added, was noticed 
about the lips, and the pillow was also 
stained a little. No phial was found in the 
room, nor any trace of vomiting or other 
evacuation Sir James then entered upon a 
review of the moral and circumstantial oc- 
currences thus narrated, and especially 
noticed Mr. Kinnear’s perambulation of 
the lower apartments, and of a window- 
shutter having been opened in the front 
room: he observed, that the jury would 
have toweigh the probability of Mr. K.’s 
having come down-stairs in his agitation 
after taking laudanum to dispose of the 
phial which contained it. ‘The learned 











gentleman said, that he understood that 

laudanum produced the appearances found 

| on the examination of Mr. Kinnear's body, 

|none of which were consistent with the 

| supposition that he had ruptured a blood- 

vessel in the stomach, as was loosely stated 

in the medical report. No trace was 

found of any such rupture; and had such 

taken place, it could not have caused death 

without producing vomiting. Besides, the 

blood-vessels of the head were exactly 

in the condition that occurs in narcotic 

poisoning, and in a state precisely con- 

trary to what they would be after the 
rupture of a blood-vesse] in the stomach. 
The body wasalso livid, and such was the 
case after poisoning by opium and its pre- 
parations. Had Mr. Kinnear been sud- 
denly taken ill, he would have rung the bell. 
In short, Sir J. Scarlett was prepared to pro- 
duce the highest medical testimony in sup- 
port of these statements, and in opposition 
to the opinions and conclusions of the in- 
dividuals who drew up the report on which 
the coroner's jury returned the verdict 
of “Died a natural death,” which report 
he believed the medical men themselves af- 
terwards were inclined to modify. The 
learned counsel, in conclusion, affirmed that 
it was no part of his instructions or inclina- 
tions to throw obloquy on the memory of 
the deceased. He did not mean to defend 
or sanction the commission of suicide ; but 
history afforded abundant evidence that 
great and virtuous and honourable men had, 
under certain combinations of circum- 
stances, preferred death by their own agency 
to an odious and dishonourable life. 

The following evidence was then ad- 
duced :— 

Mr. Rosert Locan was a partner of the 
late Mr. Kinnear. At the time of Mr. Kin- 
near’s death the third partner, Mr. Camp- 
bell, was away from England for the benefit of 
his health ; and his Mr, Logan’s health was 
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80 poor, that a short time before Mr. Kin- 
near's death it kept him from business; 
Mr. Kinnear consequently gave daily at- 
tention to the extensive concerns of the 
firm, and his absence would be extremely 
inconvenient. Besides the partnership, 
Mr. Kinnear had some private transactions, 
but to no great extent. He was indebted 
to the firm about 9000/1., but his estate is 
not now in the least indebted to the firm. 
Mrs. Kinnear baving paid up a balance to 
the amount of 9000/. Mr. Kinnear, the 
day before his death, told witness that he 
was suminoned to attend next day as a 
— at Guildhall, and might consequently 
e absent from the banking-house. Mr. 
Logan further gave evidence as to the in- 
vestment of 10,0001. for Sir M. Ridley, and 
proved the letter to Mr. Rothschild to be 
the hand-writing of Mr. Kinnear. 
Cross-eramined by Mr. Campbell.—There 
had been no recent fluctuation to any re- 
markable extent in the foreign securi- 
ties in which Mr. Kinnear had money 
embarked. The monies intrusted by cor- 
respondents for foreign investment were at 
the disposal of Mr. Kinnear, but the real 
proprietors ran all risks of fluctuation. Wit- 





‘above the witness's. 
jnear always used; but while Mr. Kinvear 


bell. On hearing it, he took up Mr. Kin- 
near’s boots and warm water, and left them 
at the bed-room door, tapping as was his 
custom. Mr. Kinnear was a very religious 
and domestic man ; he had a wife and é4ight 
children, and witness thought he never saw 
so fond and attached a husband and father, 
He was making considerable improvements 
on the premises, and took great personal 
interest in the progress of the workmen. 
He was a kind master, but reserved to the 
servants. He had been slightly indisposed 
two days before his death, and instead of 
his usual breakfast, took only a little bread 
and milk on Monday and Tuesday mornings, 
and bathed his feet on Monday night. At 
nine p.m. on the 19th, and for three quarters 
of an hour which he spent in going over 
the house that evening, he witness could 
perceive no alteration in the manner of the 
deceased. There was a water-closet on the 
floor below Mr. Kinnear’s bed-room, and 
This closet Mr. Kin- 


was out on Tuesday the workmen had 
painted it, and locked it up without Mr, 
Kinnear’s knowledge. It communicated 
both with the front and back rooms, and 


ness identified a letter addressed by Mr. | with the staircase, There was a gas-lamp 
Kinnear to Mr. Mackenzie of Edinburgh, | directly opposite the parlour-window, which 


bearing date the 19th October, the London 
post-mark of the same day, and the Edin- 
burgh post-mark of the 22nd October. The 
letter referred to a pecuniary transaction, 
and contained also allusions to the delicate 
health of Mr. Logan, which Mr. Kinnear 
stated ‘* confined him so to business, that 
he was unable to be with his family at 
Brighton as much as he desired; but he 
added that the house in Cornwall Terrace 
was in a forward state of preparation, and 
he hoped that in eight or ten days it would 
be ready to receive his family again,” &c. 

Tuomas Tomson, late servant to the 
deceased, was next examined, and deposed 
to meeting his master on the stairs, and to 
several other facts mentioned in Sir James 
Scarlett’s address; but in addition to the 
statements of the learned gentleman, be 
said that when his master came home at 
nine p.m., he asked if Jacques the smith 
had come, and expressed himself rather an- 
noyed at being disappointed by him. He 
further asked if the pictures were safely un- 
packed, and on finding that the glass of 
one was broken, he said it was a great 
ity, and proceeded to show Thomson how 
such an accident might be avoided in fu- 
ture. On Wednesday morning, at or about 


nine a.m., witness heard Mr. hinnear’s bed- 
room bell ring ; he went into the passage, . 
saw the bell vibrating; he is quite positive, 
and certain that the bell could not have 
been rung but in Mr. Kinnear’s room, for 
no other apartment communicated with that 





|threw a stream of light directly into the 


room, 80 that any one going to the water- 
closet by night would naturally open the 
shutter a little. The morning of Mr. Kin- 
near’s death, witness was dusting some pa- 
pers in the library, and found two bits of 
coloured paper, such as apothecaries cover 
phials with. It was not the witness’s usual 
custom to call Mr. Kinnear in the morning, 
but he had done so on Monday and Tues- 
day, owing to Mr. Kinnear’s having slept 
longer than usual. 

James Bates, a workman, confirmed the 
statements of the preceding witness as to 
the looking through the spindie-hole of the 
door, and seeing Mr. Kinnear breathe. He 
saw the water and boots at the door as 
Thomson described. He did not hear any 
bell rung, but it might have been rung 
without his hearing it. 

Two other witnesses confirmed the state- 
ments of Bates; and both agreed that the 
bell might have been rung without their 
knowledge. It bad been rung on Monday 
and Tuesday mornings, and they had not 
heard it, 

Mr. Lovecrove, surgeon, of Cornwall- 
terrace, was next exammed by Sir James 
Scarlett. He deposed to his having been 
called in haste by Thomson to Mr. Kin- 
near’s house, and to having entered the 
bed-room with Mr. Trotter. The body was 
in bed reclining on the right side. The 
right cheek was on the palm of the right 
hand, and life was completely extinct. The 
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countenance was pale, trunk warm, but 
extremities cold. No particular appearance 
in the lips. There had been a very slight 
discharge of pale saliva, not of any peculiar 
appearance. The body was dry. It showed 
uo dark spots, or any other particular ap- 
pearance. Mr. Lovegrove is a surgeon- 
apothecary, and has been in business five 
years. There was a decanter on a table in 


INSURED ON THE LIFE OF THE LATE MR. KINNEAR. 





the bed-room; there were also a tumbler | 
|health. So much blood could not be found, 


and two wine-glasses, one of the latter 
of which contained about a table-spoonful 
of sherry wine. The tumbler appeared to | 
have recently contained water. He sevt 
the workmen out of the room. Mr. Trotter! 
and witness remained in the room a quar- 
ter of an hour. He searched for a phial, 
but found none. Ile was present also at 
the examination of the body for the Co- 
roner’s Inquest. The head was opened. 
Blood was found in the stomach in a 
state of decomposition, such as is likely to 
occur after death, and mixed with food: 
there were about three pints of blood. He 
did not examine the blood-vessels of the 
stomach. The vessels of the brain were 
rather fuller than natural. He never saw a 
case of death from rupture of a blood- 
vessel in the stomach. He is not accus- 
tomed to cases of narcotic poisoning. On 
the day of the opening of the body the 
scrotum alone presented any appearance of 
putrefaction. The other parts of the body 
were natural, and of a pale colour. He be- 
lieves that poisoning by laudanum does NOT, 
produce a turgid state of the vessels of the 
brain. He does not know whether the rup- 
ture of u blood-vessel in the stomach would | 
produce vomiting. Lunar caustic was drawn | 
across the surface of the stomach, to ascertain 
whether it contained any mineral poison, This | 
test he deems quite sufficient jor the detec- | 
tion of mineral poisons. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell. — He 
is a total stranger to the Kinnear family. 
The sherry wine in the glass was quite 
pure. There was no smell of laudanum in 
the room. The face was composed ; there 
was no smell of laudanum in the stomuch. 
There had been no vomiting in the room. 
The stomach certainly had not been acied on 
by any mineral substance or acid. Prussic 
acid has a powerful smell; but there was 
no such sinell in the room or in the stomach. 
He smeit Mr. Kinnear’s mouth on the 
Wednesday morning when he arrived, aad 
there was no sme!l in it of Prussic acid or 
laudanum, but there was a decided smell of 
sherry wine. Laudanum bas a very strong 
smell, which would have proceeded from 
the mouth and nostrils. He believes its 
smell would have been easily distinguished 
immediately alter death. Laudanum very 
often produces violent convulsions. Not 
always, but very often. Vomiting does not 
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always take place in poisoning by laudanum : 
sometimes it does; sometimes not. There 
was no laudanum in the stomach. In the 
stomach it would retain its smell a con- 
siderable time. Rupture of a blood-vessel 
in the stomach was the cause of Mr, Kin- 
near’s death; and the witness does not be- 
lieve that his death was caused by poison 
of any kind. A rupture of a blood-vessel 
in the stomach may happen to a man in 


had not a blood-vessel been ruptured. 
Bursting of a blood-vessel would account 


|for all the symptoms. The other medical 


gentlemen present at the examination, Drs. 
Sigmond, Pattison, and others, agreed alto- 
gether in these opinions, 

Re-eramined by Sir James Scarlett.—The 
blood was putrid. He did not measure its 
quantity, but guessed it. Medical men, 
from their habits, can readily form a pretty 
certain estimation of quantities by sight. 
Hemorrhage of the stomach would natu- 
rally tead to prevent turgescence of the 
blood-vessels of the brain. he chest was 
examined, and there were six ounces of 
fluid on one side and four on the other. If 
a man takes laudavum as « poison, it would 
prove fatal in ten or twelve hours. He 
states this from what he has heard and 
read. ‘The fluid in the chest was bloody 
serum. He considered that this was poured 
out either at the moment of death or 


| shortly after. 


In answer to a question from Mr. Camp- 
BELL, Witness stated, that laudanum would 
retain its smell longer than sherry wine. 

Mr. Cuantes Asvtox Key, sworn.—Is 
one of the surgeons of Guy's Hospital. Has 
heard the statement of the witnesses. Has 
seen many cases of hemorrhage into the 
stomach. In the cases he had seen, vo- 
miting generally takes place. Rupture of 
the blood-vessels of the stomach would not 
produce death very quickly, unless great 
quantities of blood were lost, and in such 
cases he believes death would be preceded 
by vomiting. Gastric hemorrhage is per- 


fectly inconsistent with vascularity of the 


brain. As far as his judgment goes, ac- 
cording to the evidence, death certainly 
was not produced by rupture of a blood- 
vessel in the stomach; some other cause 
must have interfered to produce the tur- 
gescence of the vessels of the brain and the 
effusion of bloody serum into the chest. 
This certainly did not occur at the moment 
of or after death. Has seen a great many 
cases of poisoning by laudanum; most of 
them recovered: twwo or three were lost. 
Laudanum rarely produces vomiting; it 
has a tendency, on the other hand, to check 
it. It produces death in from eight to six- 
teen hours. The absence of a smell of lau- 
danum would not be remarkable in poison- 
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ing by that drug. A state of lethargy, and 
sometimes convulsions, precede death by 
laudanum ; sometimes it produces a livid 
appearance of the body. He is inclined to 
suspect that Mr. Kinnear’s death was occa- 
sioned by a narcotic poison. 

Cross-eramined.—A man with gastric 
hemorrhage would be able to ring a bell. 
It is true that a medical man who saw 
and examined the body might form a better 
judgment of the cause of death ; but if the 
description given by the witness was cor- 
rect, @ very correct judgment might be 
formed. Witness gives his opinion on the 
testimony of Mr. Lovegrove and on a cer- 
tificate he has read. Had witness examined 
Mr. Kinnear’s body, he would have made a 
more minute inspection, and theu his opi- 
nion might have been different. Though 
the heart was not examined, no cause of 
death could have existed in it which woul« 
not have given rise to urgent symptoms 
during life. Ile could not conceive it pos- 
sible that a man could have heart disease 
without complaining of it. In most cases 
of poisoning by laudanum smell remains. 
At any rate it would remain as long as the 
smell of sherry wine. Laudanum was not 
likely to cause an effusion of blood in the 
stomach, but he still has seen two or three 
ounces effused from it. There are cases on 
record of laudanum being taken into the 
stomach, and not detected after death. Had 
Mr. Kinnear died of narcotic poisoning, he 
could not have walked across a room to ring a 
bell in eight or ten hours, or even in one hour, 
after the poison was taken. He has never 
seen blood effused into the stomach from 
disease of the heart. 

Mr. Joseru Henny Green sworn. Is one 
of the surgeons of St. Thomas's Hospital, and 
Professor of Surgery in the hing’s College, 
London. Agrees with the, evidence given 
by Mr. Key. It is most consistent with his 
belief that Mr. Kinnear died of a narcotic 
poison, but the grounds for such belief are 
not sufficient to warrant a positive conclu- 
sion; no strong opinion could be given. He 
thinks the quantity of three pints of blood 
would produce vomiting. He believes effusion 
into the chest to be an effect of poisoning 
by laudanum. Apoplery would probably 
leave greater appearances on the brain. The 
deceased would not have been suddenly 
disabled by gastric hemorrhage. 

Cross-examined.—He is not skilled in tests 
for poisons. There is often great obscurity 
as to the causes of sudden death. The man- 
ner of Mr. Kinvear's death contradicted the 
idea of disease of the heart. Had the wit- 


ness been engaged on the examination of 
the body, he would have thought it neces- 
sary to make a more minute inspection than 
was done. 

Mr, Atrrep TayLor, sworn, 


Is a lec- 








ACTION TO RECOVER INSURANCE MONEY. 


turer on medical jurisprudence at St. Tho- 
mas’s. Has been in the habit of applying 
tests for the discovery of poisons. th 
certainly was not produced by the rupture 
of a blood-vessel in the stomach. Such an 
occurrence is wholly inconsistent with the 
appearances described, and with turges- 
cence of the vessels of the brain. From 
the circumstances of Mr. Kinnear’s death he 
would infer that some narcotic agent had 
heen the cause of Mr. Kinnear’s dissolution, 
He heard of no symptom or circumstance in- 
consistent with such an opinion. He has ex- 
amined three ceses in which death pro- 
ceeded from gastric hemorrhage. In none 
was there a rupture of a vessel. The 
hemorrhage generally depends on effusion 
through the extremities of the vessel, not 
from a rupture of its sides. 

Cross-examined.—The presence of three 
pints of blood in the stomach would not lead 
him tosuppose poisoning. He had not known 
three pints of blood to be in the stomach of 
persons poisoned by narcotics. 

The last witness was Mr. Werrennatt, 
a stock-broker. He produced the price list 
of the foreign funds from January to Octo- 
ber 1230, inclusive. ‘The greatest flactua- 
tion in October, in the French 5 per cents, 
was 95 to 934. 

This closed the case for the Insurance 
Company, and Mr.Camrseci then com- 
menced a powerful address to the jury, in 
which he dwelt forcibly on the absence of 
all moral reasons for the commission of sui- 
cide, and on the strong moral evidence af- 
forded, on the other hand, by the tone of his 
letter to Mr. Mackenzie, by the anxiety 
manifested respecting his workmen and his 
pictures, and by the composure of his man- 
ners on the evening preceding his dissolu- 
tion, The learned gentleman reviewed the 
evidence relative to Mr. Kinnear’s pecu- 
niary transactions, and observed, that the 
trifling fluctuation of 14 per cent. could not 
have embarrassed his affairs in the least de- 
gree. He then dwelt emphatically on the 
utter impossibility of a person labouring 
under the influence of poison being able to 
get up and ring a bell two hours before his 
death, and was proceeding to animadvert on 
the nature of the medical testimony brought 
orward by the Rock Office, when he was 
stopped by 

‘TheJury, through their foreman, who in- 
formed Mr. Campbell that it was unneces- 
sary for him to proceed further in the case, 
snd, without further conference, returned a 
verdict for the plaintiff. 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, July 14, 1832. 


—— 


Tue “one cause of misfortune” to Dr. 
Ryay, to which we adverted at the close 
of the article in the last Lancer on the 
subject of the trials, is somewhat peculiar, 
and certainly this one cause of misfortune 
deserved not punishment at the instance of 
Messrs. Ramapce and Loxc. The Chief 
Justice, Jury, and Counsel for the Plaintiff, 
dwelt with much earnestness upon the fact 
that the alleged libel had not been copied 
precisely as it was first published.* It was 


contended that inTur Lancet, for example, | 


the statement appeared merely as the letter 
of a correspondent, and was entitled «« Re- 


sult of upholding Quacks,” whilst in Dr. | 


Ryan's Journal it was inserted as an arti- 
cle of news running thus: ‘‘ Dr. Ramapct 
was in attendance on a case of typhus; the 
patient, a young lady, was bled from the 
arm ona Friday, and eight dozen (96) leeches 
applied to the head and neck, &c. &c.’ 
The altered article, moreover, was made to 
bear this title—*‘ Tweedie versus Ramadge.” 
Having here placed before the reader the 
first sentence of the statement published by 
the defendant Ryay, let us now throw 
into juxta-position with it the first sentenc: 
of the letter printed in Tur Lancer: 

‘« Sir,—The following account of a medical 
fracas shows that your strictures against 
quacks and their coadjutors are duly appre 
ciated by respectable men, ‘Ten days ago, 
&e. Ke.” Observing this strange abandon- 
ment of the duty ofa mere copyist of news 
called, as their attention was, to the altera- 
tions made in the statement by the hand o! 
Dr. Ryaw himself, the jury—and the judge 
went along with them in doing so—inferred 
that the changes had Leen instigated by 


malice, by « desire to inflict the greates 





® Erratum in last leading article ; Sth tine from 
commencement, tur “ correct”? read “* incerrect.”’ 
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| possible injury upon the plaintiff, and, in 
fact, that the letter in Tue Lancer had been 
twisted with a view to serve that unhal- 






| lowed purpose. Dr. Ryan was here ut- 






































| terly defenceless ; his counsel had nothing 
‘to urge in mitigation or extenuation, and 
the jury, deciding upon the facts of the 
;case as they were before them, mulct the 


| Doctor in heavy damages. Now, we think, 


in strict fairness, Dr. Ryan ought to have 
| been excused from any such imputation of 
malice as was here thrown out against him, 
/and we marvel that the Doctor omitted, or 
| neglected, to point out to his advocate, the 
|only motive which induced him to recon- 
| struct the letter before he gave it a place 
‘in his journal. Nothing was more easy of 
explanation, nothing more easy of justifica- 
tion. 

/ Mr. Serjeant Tappy should have been 
instructed to speak to this effect :—-** Gen- 
tlemen, much stress has been laid by my 
learned friend upon the fact, that the al- 
leged libel has been published by my client 
in a form somewhat different from that 
which it assumed in Tur Lancet. We 
readily acknowledge the charge; but we 
deny that we were urged to it by malice 
against the plaintiff. Yes; we admit that 
the first sentence was omitted. But why 
was itomitted? Not because my client felt 
any ill-will towards the plaintiff, but be- 
cause the passage contained an acknow- 
ledgment of the power of Tne Laxcetr,— 
in acknowledgment which my client, as a 
uedical journalist, could not with any de- 
gree of prudence have recorded in his own 
ages. His footing was too insecure to 
warrant him in making such an admission ; 
hence the alterati ns in the letter of Tne 
Laxerr corre -pondent.” Inthe absence of 
some such declaration, what could the jury 
infer, but that Dr. Ryaw had been insti- 
sated to make the omissions and alterations 
of type, by some strong and incontrollable 
feeling of malice entertained against the 


plaintiff? Appearances, therefore, justified 





damages to a certain extent. In the absence 
of proof of the truth of the statements—for 
where truth is established, malice is not ad- 
mitted into the account damages were 
demanded, although we think not to the 
extent of four hundred pownds. Thus, in 
supplying these data, we furnish Dr. Ryan 
with at least one ground of argument to be 
urged in his claim for a new trial—nomely, 
that the award of two, at least, out of the 
four hundred pounds damages awarded 
against him—he is called upon to pay Dr. 
Ramapce, not as compensation for an in- 
jury iaflicted upon his reputation, but for 
having unwittingly—though not corruptly 
—suppressed the passage which contained 
an acknowledgment of the power of Tur 
Layxcer. The dilemma into which the 
doctor has here fallen is not entirely devoid 
of dramatic effect ; but as it partakes more 
prominently of the serious than of the 
comic character, we will not add to the 
awkwardness of the scene by indulging in 
pleasantries, which, in the excited feelings 
of the moment, might be construed into 
both ill-timed and ill-natured criticisms, 
Besides taking into view the striking 


alterations made in the alleged libel, it 
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|had been inserted by the defendant as a 
portion of an editorial article from that jour- 
nal,—were forced to believe that Dr. Ryan 
had stepped beside the path of an upright, 

| candid journalist, and had pursued the plain- 
tiff with a feeling of vengeance rather than fol- 

| lowed the line of public duty with a praise- 
worthy love of justice. Our contempora- 
|ries, who have noticed these trials, seem to 
see it for granted that the alleged libels 
were the same,—that the pleas were the 


same,—that the arguments were the same— 


| 
| 


that the summings-up of the two judges 
| were the same; and that the only discre- 
| pancy is to be found in the decisions of 
| the two juries. They hazard no opinion as 
to which verdict is the improper one, though 
‘they conclude that one must be improper, 
because there is such a marked variation 
in the amount of damages awarded in the 
|two instances. In truth, instead of their 
having been so many points of resemblance 
| in the two causes, there were scarcely any 
|two that agreed, Certainly the alleged 
libel in the second case was founded upon 
the publicawon for which the first action wag 


instituted. But what were the pleas? In 


! - 75 . 
; the case of Tur Lancer—the general issue ; 


must be borne in mind, that the cotratens) Not guilty. In the case of Ryan, Ren- 


Ryaw went into court with his ‘ justifica- 
tion” after he had offered to apologize. 
Now we fearlessly contend, that no jury 
could give a willing ear to evidence which 
went to prove the truth of statements, 
the falsehood of which had been tacitly ad- 
mitted by a proposal to acknowledge their 
inaccuracy. It was not, be it remembered, 
a mere case of copying an article from 
another journal ; here the pretended copyist 
had made the matter his own; no longer 
did the document appear as the letter of a 
correspondent, but it was made to assume 
the form of an editorial article from Tue 
Laxcer, than which nothing could be more 
incorrect, The jury, then,—viewing these 


mysterious metamorphoses, perceiving that 


the note of a correspondent in Tuz Lancet 








suaw, and Rusu—a justification and ge- 
neral issue. 

Thus the evidence which Mr. W ax.ey con- 
| tended the plaintiff was called upon to put in, 
was required of the defendants in the second 

cause by their plea of justification. But in 
}order to make this point still more clear, 
let us remind the profession that in the 
jfirst cause the defendant having pleaded 
the general issue, the onus of proof of the 
averments in the declaration fell upon the 
plaintiff. Now how did be (the plaintiff) 
prove to the jury that ** he had always car- 
ried on his profession as a physician with 
skill, care, and integrity,”—that he “ had 
always conducted himself in an upright, 
honourable, and proper manner,” and had 
‘* deservedly obtained the good opinion and 
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DEFENCE WHICH RYAN AND CO. SHOULD HAVE MADE. 


esteem of the public, and enjoyed great | the unprofessional attempt to uphold Long, 
credit and reputation in his profession!” | by entering into a medical analysis of the 
What, we repeat, was his proof?’ Why, by! letter which the plaintiff wrote in favour of 
his own witness stating, in his cross-exami- | that quack, some physicians and surgeons 
nation, that “ he had told the plaintiff that) were called to prove that they had said 
no men despised his conduct in advocating | they would not meet the plaintiff in con- 
Lowe more than he did,”’ and further, by | sultation, 
the counsel for the plaintiff having, with | but the jury should have been satisfied that 
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This was good, as far as it went, 


the utmost pertinacity, objected to allow | the grounds upon which they refused to 
the witness to state what had been his own | meet the plaintiff were just ones. This 
declared opinion of the plaintiff's profes-| should have been made indubitable to the 
sional conduct. Thus circumstanced, al-| minds of the jury, but how could it be ef- 
lowing that the jury disapproved of the | fected without showing what had been the 
publication of the letter—allowing that they /conduct of Long in the terrible cases of 
considered it of a libellous tendency—what | Miss Casuin and Mrs. Ltoyp? And fol- 
award could they make other than one/lowing this up it should have been shown 
farthing damage? Had not the plaintiff! what had been the conduct of Ramapoe 
failed to prove that he had a reputation to | himself in attempting to bolster up the me- 
injure? Had not his counsel strenuously | dical character of such a being. The con- 
objected to the putting of every question | catenation should have been made perfect ; 
which related to his professional conduct | there should have been no cracked link in 
But does it follow that because this jury {the chain; and then the verdict of the 
were scrupulously, religiously just in their 


| 


|jury might have sounded very differently 


decision, that the gentlemen composing the | in the ears of the parties most interested, 


jury on the succeeding day were wholly | and somewhat differently to our discerning 





! 
wrong in the verdict of four hundred | contemporaries of the press. Producing 


pounds? Mark the difference in the evi-| medical gentlemen to prove that they had 


dence; reflect upon the variations in the |said they would not meet the plaintiff in 


pleas. Now a defendant had come into| consultation must have been pernicious in 












court, upon whose head devolved the re-! 


sponsibility of proving that ‘‘ the plaintiff's 
character, as regarded the transaction with 
Lona, rendered it imperative for all medi- 
cal men to decline acting with him,” and 
further that “ Dr. Twerpre cured the pa- 
tient by exactly opposite treatment”’ to that 
employed by the plaintiff. 
complete changing of sides, and we must 
infer, from the decision of the jury, that the 
defendant in this instance failed to do that 
which the plaintiff had done in the other —, 
the justification not only being rendered 
incomplete by the evidence, but the attempt 


Heie was a 


to justify being in itself repugnant to the 
feelings of justice, after the avowed and 
unaccepted offer to apologise. 

Again, instead of satisfying the jury of 





effect, in the absence of a full and searching 
examination of the grounds on which that 
decision had been formed. In neglecting 
to adduce every admissible particular in re- 
lation to Long’s conduct, the defendant 
paved the way for the assertions of the 
plaintiff's counsel respecting ‘‘ conspira- 
cies” of the medical profession against the 
plaintiff and Long, and enabled them to 
make considerable inroad upoa the feelings 
The 


evidence of the expulsion from the Me- 


and the judgment of the jury. 


dical Society, from the like cause, must 
have had a prejudicial rather than a be- 
dog could be 


disgraced by expulsion from that society, 


neficial effect, though no 


the members of which once expelled their 
best man,—James Lampert, because he 
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was bold and honest enough to publish the 
truth. We did not allude, in our defence, 
to Dr. Ramance’s expulsion from amongst 
a body of men who could so conduct them- 
selves towards a deserving, talented, bon- 
ourable—most honourable—mem ber of their 
profession. Had our case required aid of 
this description we should have been 
ashamed to have exhibited ourselves in 
court. 

In conclusion, then, it is not quite evi- 
dent that—although the award of 4001. 


damages may be cousidered as excessive, 
from facts which the profession and the 
public can now fully understand and ap- 
preciate—there were circumstances in the 


case which called for a very opposite deci- 
sion from the respectable and upright jury- 
men who were chosen to preside on the oc- 
casion. 

Here, then, we leave the subject for the 
present, but should anv of our correspond- 
ents still feel any difficulty in understand- 
ing either the legal or medical points of the 
case, we ahall with pleasure resume the 


subject for their satisfaction. 


We have not room this week to make any 
remarks on the extraordinary evidence eli- 
cited from certain hospital surgeons and 
lecturers on the medico-legal trial which is 
reported at page 468 of our present num- 
ber; we therefure content ourselves just 
now with merely pointing the attention 
of our readers to it. 








LIBEL—THE LATE TRIALS, 


To the Editor of Ture Lawcer. 


Str,—As you thought my letter worthy 
of notice, | have made bold to write you a 
second ; and I do this in consequence of 
the blundering of every part of the public 
press (save that conducted by yourself), 
which has taken up the subject of the dif. 
ference of the award of the two juries in the 
late actions of libel brought by Dr. Ra- 


THE VERDICTS IN THE LATE TRIALS. 


'madge. On perusing your journal for this 
week, I have been much relieved, and I 
| sincerely congratulate you on the sound and 
wholesome views there taken in this behalf. 
| Now, indeed, do I see reason to hope, that 
|the public will no longer remain in the 
darkness hitherto occasioned by the press, 
one great use of which, I take it, is, to 
rightly and clearly inform the people on the 
public topics of the day; but worse than 
useless are its efforts when they run counter 
to this object. 


I am induced to trouble you further, by 
going shortly into the reasons of the dif- 
ference of the verdicts, and the conclusions 
come to by the portion of the press J have 
nratieesl. The libels were different in 
words, to say the least—not to mention 
whether in substantial effect or not. The 
answers of the defendants to the complaint 
against them, were widely different. One 
pleaded the general issue—the other the 
general issue and a justification, The ge- 
neral issue alone succeeded ;—that coupled 
with the justification failed ; and any one 
who was present in court could not but ob- 
serve, thut the judge, in summing up, said 
to the jury something to this purport :— 
that the truth of the facts, taking them 
literally, word by word, contained in such 
portion of the libel as was attempted to 
be justified, ought to have been proved. 
It is evident to uoy one that these facts 
were not so proved—and then came a ver- 
dict for 400/. 1 verily believe the facts 
were substantially proved, but whether the 
law requires strict verbal and literal proof 
in such a case, seems to be doubtful, and 
the lawyers must decide it. 





Now then for the gentlemen of the press. 
Saythey —* Libels are the same,”’ but nothing 
ibout the two very different answers of the 
two separate defendants, and what they 
separately chose to inform their juries. 
“ Verdicts ought to have been the same,’ 
they say. Far be it from me to say they 
ought not; but let facts be stated truly, 
and then let our institutions be abused to 
the extent only that facts will warrant.* 


Aw Eve-Wirness, 
10th June, 1832. 





* It may be worth while to inform our intelligent 
correspondent, that the additional remarks made 
in this week’s number, on the subject of the trials, 
were written before this communication was re- 
ceived.—Ep, L. 
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INFLAMMATION. 


Ip a person receives a wound, after a 
little time the wounded part becomes red, 
sore, and painful. The same symptoms as 
these may, however, also arise from other 
causes, as, for instance, from fever, or from 
the sudden application of heat, or of hot 
water to a part previously chilled by cold. 
Now such a condition as this occurs in all 
accidental injuries, and in every disease, 
whether medical orsurgical. ‘The doctrine 
of inflammation may be considered as the 
elementary part of surgery ; but in order to 
understand it properly, you must be well 
acquainted with, first, the capillary vessels ; 
secondly, the circulation generally, or that 
in the capillary vessels more particularly, 
The aorta arises from the left ventricle, , 
passes down, and sends off numerous 
branches, which are subdivided into nu- 
merous smaller vessels which communicate 
with the veins, and the blood is thus re- 
turned again into the right auricle. But. 
how does the blood iu its course pass from 
the arteries into the veins? Some there 
are who say thet the blood is poured into 
cells ; this fact cannot be demonstrated in 
the human body, but it may be observed in 
cold-blooded animals, where the arteries 
may be seen communicating with the veins 
by means of the capillary vessels. ‘This 
may be very plainly noticed by placing the 
web of the frog's foot under the field of the 
microscope. ‘These capillary vessels not, 
only convey the ‘blood from the arteries 
into the veins, but are all very important | 
agents of the human body. ‘lhe various 
secretions are formed from them, as the} 
urive, the bile, &c. The blood flowing in the | 
artery is of a scarlet co!our, and as long as 
this scarlet blood flows into the veins, the | 
regular action is kept up ; but if the blood | 
becomes dark and loses its scarlet colour, 
the vital functions are not properly main- 
tained and sapported; the muscles lose | 
their power of contraction, and the sensi- 
bility of the body becomes enervated, the | 
black blood acting as a poison to the whole | 
system. ‘These chemical changes in the| 
blood take place in the capillary vessels. 
The capillaries are not always of the same | 
diameter, but are often dilated, as, for in- 
stance, when the neck and cheeks are ouf- | 


fused with blood, denominated blushing. Ja} 
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inflammation and in venous congestion, they 
likewise become dilated. When a part is 
inflamed it becomes red, but this is not a 
positive proof of dilatation, but only one of 
the phenomena of inflammation. The part 
becomes painful, red, and tender, which 
latter feeling may be caused by the in- 
creased afflux of Blood to the part. This 
particular form of sensibility is termed 
pain, which is greater or less, according to 
the degree of inflammation, or whether 
the inflammation be situated over a loose 
part of the body, where in general there 
will be less pain, or vice versa, as, for in- 
stance, in inflammation of the finger, where 
the parts underneath ere not yielding ; there 
the part inflamed is hotter, on account of 
the greater rush of blood to the part. ‘The 
internal part is not hotter than natural; 
it is only on the outer surface of the skin 
that we can perceive any diff rence. In 
this way, therefore, we have explained to 
us the phenomena of inflammation,—the 
pain, the heat, and the swelling ; but these 
symptoms do not always occur together. 
Various opinions have arisen with regard 
to the theory of inflammation, or of the cir- 
culation in an inflamed part; but the more 
probable one is, that the capillary vessels 
are in a state of debility, rather than of in- 
creased action. Weare at present, hewe@er, 
quite ignorant of the proximute cause of 
inflammation. 

The causes of inflammation are either 
such as produce chemical or mechanical 
injury to the part,—the application of fire 
or caustic to the part, or nervous influence, 
or many other causes which we cannot dis- 
tinguish. The local inflammation in a part 
may subside without producing any changes ; 
the hardness may go away, and the pain 
and swelling subside ; but sometimes other 
phenomena will occur before the affected 
part is restored to its usual state of health, 
Phe serum of the blood is poured out in the 
tunica vaginalis ; in such a case where does 
the fluid come from but from the capillary 
vessels? In hydrocele, if it be not punc- 
tured, the fluid remains pent up for a long 
time, until it at last disappears; it is ab- 
sorbed, and taken back again into the gene- 
ral circulation, and this is one way in which 
inflammation terminates; or the inflamed 
surfaces may be glued together by the 
effusion of coagulable lymph between them, 
Blood-vessels may form in the substance of 
this coagulable lymph, and it may thus be- 
come organised, which will take place ia 
twenty-four hours, and sometimes in a 
much shorter period, Sometimes the co- 


| agulable lymph becomes opaque and altered 


in appearance, according to the part from 
which the lymph is thrown out. In a irac- 
tured bone it becomes a gristly substance, 
and is afterwards coaverted into bone. This 
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immediate union of surfaces answers a good | not heal. Ulcers and abscesses are filled 
purpose to the animal system; but there up by new granulations of flesh on the sur- 
are also some great disadvantages occurring face, formed by coagulable lymph becoming 
from it, a8 in inflammation of the pericar-| vascular. When granulations are healthy, 
dium, where the surfaces become united they are small and pointed and vascular; 
together, and the heart is not allowed suf- | they grow slowly, and when once formed, 
ficient room to act and play, and dropsy | re permanent ; at other times, when they 
follows. are unkealthy, they are large and loose, 

It is only in the lesser degrees of inflam- pale, grow quick, and have but little vas- 
mation that serum is effused, for when the cularity. Granulations are covered by a 
inflammation is great, coagulable lymph thin delicate membrane, secreting pus. 
is thrown out, which resembles serum, and| When an ulcer is filled up, it cicatrizes, 
may be very nearly coagulated by heat.| the membrane becomes thicker and more 
When the inflammation runs high, the part | opaque, and thus, by degrees, new skin is 
becomes swollen and elastic, and there is | formed; the new cuticle -is secreted from 
then a fluctuation felt, which can only be | that surface, protecting the new cutis. On 
distinguished by placing two fingers upon | the surface of the new cutis there are no 
the tumour; at last it ulcerates, and the | hairs or nervous papillae. At first the cica- 
pus is thus discharged, and it then receives trix is more vascular than the surrounding 
the name of an abscess ; but when pus is| parts. Ulceration and suppuration are not 
found upon a raw surface, it receives the | always conjoined together. Inflammation 
name of an ulcer. Sometimes the pus is | bas various characters in different diseases ; 
dispersed in numerous cells of the cellular that which I have described is termed 
membrane, these in time break down, and phlegmonous inflammation ; it is different 
the pus forms one large abscess. The in-|in small-pox, measles, &c. In some cases 
flammation may thus, therefore, termivate it proceeds more rapidly than in othera. 
by suppuration. | When acute it is quick in its progress ; 

Pus is yellow and opaque. Sometimes | when chronic or indolent, on the other hand, 
the white globules in it are very thick, and jit is slow ; the latter (chronic) differs from 
sometimes, from the large proportion of | the former, as it may terminate in effusion 
serum in it, its consistence is very thin. | of lymph, serum, or pus, or in the effusion 
You see that pusis formed by secretion | of a watery fluid containing little coagula- 
like the bile. ble matter. When inflammation is very 


Abscesses are formed by sappuration, and | great, and the symptoms are very high, 


by the removal of solids by ulceration. At|the whole constitution becomes affected, 
that part where the inflammation is greatest, | and various diseases, such as fevers, etc. are 
suppuration and ulceration are present; next | produced. Z 

to that, and surrounding the part, lymph and! Treatment. — The exciting cause pro- 
Serum are present; further on, serum is|ducing the inflammation should be re- 


effused into the cellular texture, and the 
limb is edematous. Sometimes the inflam- 
mation ends in suppuration, and pus goes 
on forming from one cell in the cellular 
membrane to another. When an abscess 


forms, the ulceration first begins in the | 


substance of the body, but does not equally 
extend in every direction ; it extends most 
towards the surface of the body, as there it 
meets with the least resistance. Sometimes 
the ulceration begins on the surface of the 
skin or the mucous membrane ; but then it 
is an ulcerand not an abscess. An abscess 
generally continues to discharge its con- 
tents for a longer or shorter period. Some- 
times it shows no disposition to heal, 
which may be occasioned by the presence 
of a foreign body, such as a bull or a piece 
of cloth; or from there not being a free 
egress for the matter, or from the parts in 
which the abscess is situated being in mo- 
tion ; or irom a weakened state of the con- 
Stitution : all these may tend to prevent the 
healing of an abscess, but generally speak- 
ing it will heal very readily. It may be 
also the case with ulcers, that they will 


moved, and this axiom should be remem- 
bered in the treatment of every disease. 
The animal system generally has the power 
to right itself. Bloodletting is employed 
in order to remove the inflammation. When 
limited, and the constitution is not much 
| disturbed, local bloodletting near the sur- 
| face of the part by leeches or cupping 
| will generally suffice. If the inflammation 
be, however, more violent, bloodletting from 
the arm must be emploved, but this will 
vary ; less blood should be taken from old 
persons than from young. When the in- 
flammation is great, more blood should be 
taken than in cases where the symptoms do 
not run so high. Sometimes, when the 
formation of an abscess is to be feared, as 
in inflammation of the chest or brain, you 
should bleed more lergely. If the inflam- 
mation occur in the leg or arm, it is not of 
so much importance. In some cases you 
will have to bleed more than in others. 
When the blood flows fully and free, its 
substance being of an azure colour, and, 
upon cooling, the solid part becoming firm 
and contracted, pressing out a great deal of 








LIGATURE OF THE THYROID ARTERY. 


serum, the bottom of the coagulum being | 
of a dingy-red colour and weighing most, ; performed. 


it is then called buffy When the surface | 
of the coagulum is 

is said to be cupped—this is observed when 
the inflammation has been violent. 
patient has been bied often, the coagulum 
is covered with a thin buff, and is of a loose 
texture, and not hollowed out. The ap- 
pearance of the coaculum will differ in 
different portions of the blood taken at the 
same time. This variation in the appear- 
ance of the blood differs according to the 
heart's action, and not from any chemical 
changes. 
purgatives, where the intestines are loaded. 
There is a mucous and watery fluid in the 
intestines, from the blood, and purging car- 
ries this off. Diaphoretic and diuretic 
medicines are also useful in inflammation. 
lartarised antimony as a diaphoretic is use- 
ful. Evaporating lotions also are useful— 
they cause the small cuticular vessels to 
contract. Warm fomentations and poultices 
are sometimes useful, as inflammation 
frequently combined with tension, which 
keeps it up, and warm applications and 
poultices relieve this. 

In chronic inflammation, it is sometimes 
of service to keep up counter irritation by 
exciting inflammution in the neighbourhood 
of the part; this may be done by rubbing 
the parts with some stimulating liniment ; 
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these should always be of such strength as | 


Blisters will likewise in- 
by raising a slight 
vesicle ov the surface, taking off the skin, 
and dressing the Taw surface with savine 


to excme pain. 
duce counter-irritation, 


cerate. You may also rub up 5ij of an- 
tim. tart., with 3) of lard, and rub it on 
the surface of the part affected, for a few 
days, night and morning, until pimples are 
produced; these will, after a time, gra- 
dually decrease and die away, and they 
may be again produced if necessary. Some- 
time the external use of antimony produces 
constitutional irritation, fever, etc., fol- 
lowed by a second eruption on the skin, 
which however soon dies away. Issues, 
setons, caustic potash, and the actual cau- 
tery, will all produce counter-irritation. 
TMYROID ARTERY, For 
THYROID GLAND. 


LIGATURE OF THE 
ENLARGEMENT OF THE 
We alluded in a former number to a case 

of enlargement of the thyroid gland in the 

hospital under the care of Mr. Brodie. The 
man as we stated had been repeatedly bled 
and leeched, and every means of art had 
been used to stop the progress of enlarge- 
ment in the tumour but without effect, and 

Mr. Brodie therefore resolved to tie the 

thyroid artery of that side, and see what 

chance that would give to the patient. See 

Lancet, page 27. 


ollowed out, the blood | 


If the | 


Intiammation may be treated by | 


| &e., but all to no purpose. 
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June 2ist. On this day the operation was 
The man was seated in a chair 
with his head inclined to the left side (the 
tumour being situated on the right side). 
Mr. Brodie began by pinching up the skin 
over the upper and inner surface of the tu- 
mour which he then divided, thus exposing 
the muscles, which, with the cellular fascia 


| surrounding them, were either divided or 


held aside by a blunt hook until the artery 
was skilfully and beautifully exposed. A 
double ligature was passed round it and tied, 
piece of lint was placed between the 
edges of the wound, which were brought to- 
gether by straps of adhesive plaster, and 
the man was sent tobed. ‘The exposure of 
the thyroid artery was done with great skill 
by Mr. Brodie. The man bore the operation 
remarkably well; there was but little bieed- 
ing, fouror five small arteries being secured 
as soonas they were divided ; about twenty- 
seven minutes elapsed from the first inci- 
sion until the artery was tied. After the 
patient had left the operating theatre, Mr. 
Brodie thus addressed the pupils :— 
This man bas had enlargement of 
the thyroid gland for some time past. | 


|have tried the usual remedies for these 


diseases since he has been in the hospital, 
he has had leeches applied to the tumour, 
and before he came in he had used the dif- 
ferent preparations of iodine, burat sponge, 
1 have con- 
sulted with those who have been in the 
countries where goitre-neck is more com- 


|mon than it is with us, and who have 


therefore had greater opportunities of seeing 
the disease than | have had, and their opi- 
nion fully coincides with mine, that iodine 
is of little or no use in these cases except it 
be in the very early stages of the disease, 
and that when the disease is more advanced 
iodine seldom or never diminishes them in 
size, or even stops their future enlargement. 
Well, then, as no other remedy was left 
for this poor man, I determined upon tying 
the thyroid artery of the side where the 
tumour was situated. Sir William Blizard 
was the first who proposed this operation 
in cases of this kind. A very skilful Ger- 
man surgeon of the name of Walter tied 
the thyroid artery in a case of goitre-neck, 
and the tumour greatly diministed, and he 
tied the artery of the opposite side, and the 
tumour diminished still further. Mr. Coates 
of Salisbury also tied the thyroid artery 
with great advantage, and 1 am informed 
that Mr. Earle has also performed the 
operation, and great benetit has resulted to 
the patient fromit; I have performed this 
operation once before upon a patient in this 
hospital ; in that case the tumour was not 
so large as this man’s, and the thyroid ar- 
tery was situated very superficially, being 
apparently pushed upward and forward by 
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the projection of the tumour. I tied it, 
but I do not remember that the tumour was 
very much diminished a» size from it. I 
nevertheless, however, thought it best to 
try what the experiment of an operation 
would do in this case. You see that the 
operation is not a trifling one—iv this case 
the artery lay deeper and further from tue 


surface than in the one to which I have just | 


attended ; should the man bear this opera- 
tion pretty well, the iodine and burnt 
sponge may be tried again, and perhaps 
with greater benefit; and if the tumour 
should diminish in size 1 may perhaps tie 
the artery of the other side, but without 
there be great benefit arising to the patient 
from this operation, it will be hardly worth 
while for him to undergo another operation, 
and only for the sake of experiment.” 





SUCCESSFUL EMPLOYMENT OF 
MERCURIAL OINTMENT 


IN 


ERYSIPELAS. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—The pages of your useful publica- 
tion first suggested to me the plan of treat- 
ing erysipelus with mercurial applications, 
but as | have not heard of the hint having 
been pursued, I will, with your permis- 
sion, add a morceau of evidence in its favour. 
Perhaps the following cases may be worth 
inserting. 

CASE I. 


Samuel Green, etat. 48, applied to me, 
with a severe attack of phlegmonous erysi- 
pelas of the anterior part of the right leg, 
extending from the lower end of the tibia 
and fibula nearly to the knee joint; limb 
very much swelled, and p.in excessively 
pungent; constitutional symptoms not very 
severe. The usual antiphlogistic remedies 
were resorted to, and warm foment&tions 
were directed, as a local application. The 
two following days I suw him regularly, and 
found the disease not only on the increase, 
but the centre of the part primarily affected 
much darker than the surrounding surface, 
and, from tie severe pain, which the 
patient described as being of a throbbing 
nature, and the creat tension, I expected 
speedy and unhealthy suppuration. Pulse 
100, and rather full; tongue white and 
loaded; bowels freely open ; rigors, alter- 
nating with much febrile excitement, fre- 
quently observed. 1 now wished a copious 
venesection, but this being objected to 


| plication of the ung. hyd. fort., spread upon 
linen, and repeated three times a day, at 
the same time continuing the antiphlogistic 
treatment. From this time, the cure pro- 
ceeded rapidly; the febmile and other un- 
favourable symptoms were removed, and in 
a day or two only astiffness of the limb re- 
mained, 

Perhaps your readers may attribute the 
cure to the antipblogistic remedies, as the 
tart. emet., &¢., which were employed ; 
|and indeed these must not be lightly passed 

over. But ] will adduce another case, in 
‘which the only modus medendi was the 
strong mercurial ointment. It may ap- 
pear strange that I should have trusted to 
that alone, and I confess it was only an ex- 
periment, which I was induced to try from 
the marked good effects which supervened 
| its use in the aforementioned instance. 


i 


CASE Il. 


John Goulding, wtat. 30, has acute ery- 
sipelatous infiammation of the convexity of 
the right foot. The usual febrile and other 
symptoms attended it. Has himself used 
cold applications without advantage. I 
ordered him to apply the ung. hud. fort., as 
in the case of Green, and prescribed no in- 
ternal remedies. Here also 1 found the 
most complete success. Even on the next 
day but little of thé inflammation remained, 
und in a day or two he was enabled to fol- 
low bis usual occupation. 

We must in this case give the ointment 
its full meed of praise, and if these remarks 
be the means of causing a more extensive 
trial of its effects, which | anticipate will 
be found most advantageous, it will afford 
much gratification to your constant reader 
and weill-wisher, A. 


Derby, June 10, 1832. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Many thanks to da Old Practitioner for 
his very friendly admonition. Ina very short period 
he shall be in pessession of a more useful, and 
hence a more agreeable, reward for it than this ac- 
knowleds ment. 


We should willingly have complied with 
the request of Dr. Latta, but the sheet containing 
his letter had been long at press when his note for 
its withdrawal was received. 





Erratum.—The words ‘ venous injec- 
tion” aflixed te a note from Dr. Green, in our last 
number, on the detection of air in the heart of a 





cholera patient, were not meant to apply to Dr. 


; Green’ case, in which injection imto the veins had 


by the patient, I determined to try the ap- not beeu employed 





weeci use eapeedadsaevsr zc 


mow woe ocood eso 


— 
= 


